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              One of the general education goals at BCC is produce ‘well-informed, globally aware, and engaged citizens’ and in GEO 10 World Regional Geography I try to contribute to that goal. One assignment that I give aims at raising student awareness of local, regional and international controversial issues. Human geography enables us to take on a whole range of issues social, political environmental etc. I have been thinking about an assignment that will combine Geography and QR and I think an assignment on the proposed closing of The Indian Point Nuclear Plant might work. These are the goals
Knowledge and Conceptual understanding:
Students will gather data from a variety of sources about a controversial local, regional or international issue. Examples could be South Bronx Unite! Vs. FreshDirect, the Dakota Access Pipeline, Indian Point Nuclear Plant or Global Terrorism. In an introductory written essay, the students will demonstrate an understanding of the issue by summarizing the arguments put forward by both sides.
Thinking and other Skills:
Students will graphically present data in a variety of forms. For the Indian Point assignment, a pie chart will be used to illustrate the breakdown by state of the population within the nuclear blast radius. In addition, students will demonstrate their QR and map reading skills by drawing a circle to demarcate the blast zone on a map of Northeastern USA. The students will use the map scale to figure out the radius of the circle. Students will also locate their hometown on the map.
Attitudes, Values, Dispositions and Habits
Students will learn to evaluate both textual and quantitative evidence to make informed decisions on local, regional and international issues. Students will become more aware of their civic responsibilities.          
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