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Here is my revised First Year Seminar (FYS 11) QR/QL Assignment.  I have tried to address all or most of the suggestions that were given to me. I think I still need to become a bit more specific, especially towards the end, and the boundaries between my assignment and my assessment are not completely clear to me, but I'm about to go on vacation so I want to put this out here now.  Thanks in advance for whatever comments or suggestions you may have.
Revised First Year Seminar (FYS 11) QR/QL Assignment
Level: first semester students at a community college; the students in my classes are English as a Second Language students
Learning Goals
Students will learn how to interpret the relationship between pie graphs and tables with percentages (such as demographic data).
Students will learn how to use the information obtained from pie graphs and tables to support an argument. (For example, is there evidence that a particular neighborhood is an ethnic enclave?)
Students will develop greater confidence in their ability to interpret pie graphs and percentages, as shown by pre- and post-Likert-type rating scales.
 
Pre-Assessment
Assessment instrument to be developed.
 
Part 1: Introduction to Pie Charts
As homework, students will watch two videos about pie charts:
1. https://youtu.be/4JqH55rLGKY [“Reading Pie Graphs (Circle Graphs)”from Khan Academy; 3:08 minutes]
2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pzasYiTzyqs [“Interpreting Circle Graphs” from Konst Math, 4:55 minutes]
As a class, we will go through the lesson on pie charts here: https://www.mathsisfun.com/data/pie-charts.html
I will ask students to work through the 10 questions on the quiz which is linked to at the bottom of the lesson page
[maybe 30 minutes of a class session?]
 
 
Part 2: Pie Charts and Census Data
Using the MLA Language Map Data Center (https://apps.mla.org/map_data), as a class we will compare the table and the pie chart of the percentages of the most spoken languages (other than English) in the entire U.S. in 2010 [go to “US State, Region, or Division”, “Entire US”, 2010].
I will assign students to groups of four or five students, and then will ask each group to answer the questions below. Any students who are absent will be put into a group during the following class and complete the assignment with the assistance of one of the class peer mentors. Students will not be given grades on this exercise except for participation.
1. In the pie chart, German is listed as 1.94%.  How is this number calculated?
 
2. In 2010, English was spoken by 80.38% of people over 5 years old in the entire US. What was the second most commonly spoken language in the entire U.S. in 2010? What percentage of people spoke it?
 
3. What percentage of speakers of languages other than English spoke Chinese?
 
4. How many people over 5 years old in the entire US spoke Arabic in 2010?
 
5. According to the pie chart, Spanish is spoken by 62.13%, but the table says Spanish speakers are 12.19%.  How can you explain this difference?
 
6. Name two languages that are included in the category “Other” in the pie chart.
 
I will ask groups for their answers and how they got those answers.
As homework, I will ask students to look at other information available on the MLA Language Map Data Center: the pie chart for languages spoken in New York state, the table for Bronx County, and the table for zip code 10453. I will tell students that the following week, they will be asked to answer similar questions on these charts and tables from the data center.
 
 
Questions for the following week (to be answered individually, in writing, for a grade):
From the pie chart for New York state
1. In the pie chart for New York state, French is listed as 2.56%.  How is this number calculated?
 
 
2. According to the pie chart, Russian is spoken by 4.10%, but the table says Russian speakers are 1.20%.  How can you explain this difference?
 
From the table for New York state
3. According to the table about New York state, English was spoken by 70.72% of people over 5 years old. What was the third most commonly spoken language in New York state at that time? What percentage of people spoke it?
 
From the table for Bronx County
4. What was the most commonly spoken language in Bronx County? What percentage of speakers spoke it?
 
5. According to the Bronx County table, how many people over 5 years old spoke Vietnamese?
 
 
From the table for zip code 10453,
6. How many Thai speakers are in zip code 10453?
 
 
7. Name two languages (or language groups) that do not appear to be spoken in zip code 10453.
 
 
 
Part 3: Developing an Argument Based on Data
To scaffold this part of the assignment, I plan to use the example assessment instrument (or something very similar) as a basis for class discussion.  I would have students in groups of four or five look up the census data and then answer the questions as a group.  Then we would discuss as a class.
Quinn Rogers (QR) is running for the US senate and she comes from a poor white neighborhood in the South. In order to solicit support for her bid for office, she visits her hometown and says, “White poverty is a serious problem in the United States. I really don’t know why people complain so much about poverty among minorities. After all, the overwhelming majority of people in America who are poor are white! In fact, there are more than six times as many whites in poverty as there are blacks in poverty in the United States! If I am elected, I promise to address the fact that whites are the most vulnerable racial population when it comes to poverty.”
 
Task: Go to the United States Census web site to review data on poverty rates among racial/ethnic groups in the United States: [I need to find a correct site for this]
 
After you study this table, please answer the following questions:
(1) Is Quinn Rogers correct when she says, “The overwhelming majority of people in America who are poor are white! In fact, there are more than six times as many whites in poverty as there are blacks in poverty in the United States”?
(2) Do you agree with her statement, “whites are the most vulnerable racial population when it comes to poverty”? Explain why or why not and support your position with data.
 
 
 
After the discussion on the Quinn Rogers questions, I will have students work on an assignment that I have used previously.  I will incorporate demographic data into the assignment:
 
Critical Thinking Assignment, Part 1
 
You will read four articles about signs in Flushing, Queens and then answer the questions that follow each link.
 
1. "Debate over bi-lingual signs revived in Flushing" by Chris Fuchs, Queens Times Ledger. October 10, 2011:
http://www.timesledger.com/stories/2001/28/20010712-archive432.html
 
What points of view are expressed in this article? What evidence is presented?
 
 
 
 
2. "Give us a sign that all are welcome: The mostly Korean-only signs in Flushing limit potential customers" by Lion Calandra, The New York Daily News, August 14, 2007:
http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/queens/give-sign-article-1.235771
 
What argument does Lion Calandra make?  What evidence does she provide?
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. "Guest Commentary: Laws Mandating English-Only Store Signs Are Misguided" by Andrew Silverstein, originally published in The New York Daily News, July 13, 2011:
http://www.fi2w.org/2011/07/13/guest-commentary-laws-mandating-english-only-store-signs-are-misguided/
 
 
What argument does Andrew Silverstein make?  What evidence does he provide?
 
 
 
4. "Push for English signs in Flushing's Chinatown divides Asian community" by Alexa Asperin, Pavement Pieces [website], December 11, 2011:
http://pavementpieces.com/push-for-english-signs-in-flushings-chinatown-divides-asian-community/
 
What points of view are presented in this article?
 
 
Critical Thinking Assignment, Part 2
Imagine that you work for Bill DeBlasio, the mayor of New York City. He is concerned about the situation in Flushing, Queens, where some people have been complaining about signs that are not in English. Based on the four newspaper articles that you have read, write an analysis of the different viewpoints. Some people support keeping the signs the way they are. Other people want to require that business owners have their signs in English or else have to pay a fine. What are your recommendations to the mayor? Write your recommendations in a report of at least three paragraphs.
 
 
While your personal values and experiences are important, try to complete this task based primarily on the information in the newspaper articles.
 
I will have students return to the MLA Language Map Data Center and look up the data for the relevant parts of Flushing, Queens: zip codes 11354 and 11355, and will ask them to incorporate that data into their arguments.
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