Class: Introduction to Criminal Justice
For this lesson, the students are expected to make their conclusion based on data retrieved from the Bureau of Justice Statistics before they read the textbook material. The purpose is to show them how they could independently get to the same conclusion on a given topic as the authors of their textbook by simply analyzing research data. 
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Knowledge and Conceptual understanding goals: Students will learn to compare the rates at which events occur, and correctly identify which types of events occur more frequently.
 
Thinking and other skills goal: Students will learn to read different types of graphs and charts, and they will acquire the skills to calculate rates and to graph their own data using models chosen by the professor.

Attitudes, values, dispositions and habits of mind: Students will form the habit of drawing conclusions based on numerical data, using trends and frequencies.

ACTIVITY 1: CALCULATING CRIME RATES 
Crime rate is usually expressed as the number of crimes per 100,000 people. We can use the following formula to calculate the crime rate.
FORMULA: (Number of Crimes / Population) x 100,000 = Crime Rate Per 100,000
	
	Population
Year 1
	Violent crimes
Year 1
	Population Year 2
	Violent crimes Year 2
	Population Year 3
	Violent crime
Year 3

	Neighborhood A
	80000
	6
	85000
	9
	100000
	7

	Neighborhood B
	120000
	9
	120000
	8
	150000
	9

	Neighborhood C
	500000
	15
	450000
	16
	430000
	14



1) Calculate the crime rate in each neighborhood in Year 1.  
2) Calculate the crime rate in each neighborhood in Year 2.
3) Calculate the crime rate in each neighborhood in Year 3.
ACTIVITY 2: GRAPHING CRIME RATES 
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Using the figure above as examples:
1) Graph the crime rates for neighborhood A for Years 1, 2, and 3. Name the graph figure A. 
2) Graph the crime rates for neighborhood B for Years 1, 2, and 3. Name the graph figure B.
3) Graph the crime rates for neighborhood C for Years 1, 2, and 3. Name the graph figure C.
4) Describe the trend in each figure: say whether the crime rate decreased, increased, or remained constant. 
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