Old Bailey Assignment III: Exploring  Statistical Searches
Reading through the Con Men and Cut-Purses anthology, we learned about particular cases and personalities.  But wouldn’t it be interesting to use this database to look at broad statistical trends, and then use that to frame an investigation of individual cases?
Today, I want you to compare two different Old Bailey Online statistical search queries that differ by one variable only. You should limit your search to the years 1720-1737.  Once you devise your searches, begin to drill down into the data to inspect particular cases.  What trends are you noticing?  What is significant about the cases you are finding?  How do they relate to the criminals we have read about?
What do I mean by this?  Compare these search result grids, which show the kinds of verdicts that were handed down in cases of theft: one screen shows how this breaks down for men, and the other how this breaks down for women.  What do you notice?
Verdicts (row) against types of theft (columns), defendant MALE, 1720-1737
Verdicts (row) against Types of Theft (column), defendant FEMALE, 1720-1737
You should use this as a guide and a provocation to frame your own search.  Ask yourself: what do you want to know about?  How the punishments compare for two similar kinds of crime?  How convictions break down by gender?  Whether children and adults were treated differently? Using the search screen located here: http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/forms/formStats.jsp
Your task will be to develop a statistical search that retrieves a grid of results that you think is significant.  Begin by making a number of different queries and see what comes back.  To get you thinking, here are a number of possible search comparisons you might consider:
        a specific crime: guilty vs. not guilty
       Comparison of two crimes, such as theft and theft with violence
       A specific punishment handed down: men vs. women defendants
       Murders of women: by men vs. by fellow women.
There are many others that you might try—it all depends upon you. 
Of course, once you start making your queries, you may run up against a frustrating lack of data (although that can, sometimes, be significant in and of itself).  You’ll have to go back to the drawing board and consider why your query failed to generate much evidence. Is it the time period they’ve chosen? Are there none or too few cases for a specific set of conditions but many more when you broaden to look at a wider category of crimes or verdicts?
Once you have devised your search query and produced your dataset:
A) Write a brief title for this table (in your own words) and then paste the URL into the blank at the top of the assignment sheet. Then, in the next field, explain in a few sentences what your search query shows us and why you think it is important.
B) Now, take a close hard look at the statistical breakdowns, and note any patterns or differences between them.   What are the overall percentages?  When you move to consider each subgroup on its own, does the same trend hold, or are there major variations in the frequencies?   In the assigned blank, summarize the statistical patterns you’ve found in your table of data as clearly and concisely as you can.    Also, indicate (in the next blank) what you think is the single most significant number or percentage in your table?  Why do you think that?
C) Now that you’ve looked at the big picture of counts and percentages, it is time to explore your most important statistic by clicking on the hyperlink in order to drill down into the data and start reading through the actual cases that your statistic refers to.  Ideally, you’ll pick an example where it will be possible to read through all the cases.  If that’s not possible, be sure to read a significant sample of them.  Some questions to keep in mind:  what do you notice about these cases?  What do you learn when you read the actual trial transcripts?  You will probably want to read some analogous cases in a different category to get some perspective on what your seeing in your selected group of cases.
D) Once you’ve gotten the lay of the land, select three of the most interesting/significant/anomalous cases to “brief” in the blanks provided on the worksheet.  For each one, be sure to note the case number, the date, the names of the principals, the crime, the verdict and the punishment.  Read any associated records that might exist for these cases, especially the Ordinary’s report, since that can tell you whether or not the punishment was carried out or if the defendant was granted a reprieve.  Then, in a few clear paragraphs, summarize the basic facts of each case and discuss why you think this case is especially significant or illuminating. 
Bring your worksheets to class on [tk].  After a round of in-class peer review, you will revise these reports and hand them in for a grade.
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