Fierce Advocates for Justice: Presenting Numerical Information on a Gender Justice Topic
using Sociologists for Women in Society (SWS) fact sheets
This assignment will take place over several weeks in the semester. You will complete an individual project, while also participating in group work. Class time will be provided for you to meet with your group. Examples will be provided in class. [In response to your really great feedback, Esther, I wanted to note in the assignment that examples will be given- this is something that will be built into several classes over several weeks].
Learning Goals:
1. Identify appropriate numerical evidence to denote a question or issue of gender justice.
2. Represent numerical information using the appropriate chart or table format.
3. Recognize/appreciate the role that numerical information plays in gender justice scholarship and activism.
NOTE: I want the learning goals to be specific to the class, so I’d like to keep “gender justice” in the phrasing, though some suggested changing this. I'm accustomed to LOs and goals being specific to the discipline, which tends to be the norm. Am I confusing Learning Outcomes with Learning Goals? Otherwise, I’m inclined to keep the discipline-specific wording in there. Thanks!!
You will:
a) identify one or two SWS fact sheets that interest you from http://socwomen.org/fact-sheets/
b) be placed in a group of 3-4 students with similar topics/using the same SWS fact sheets
c) draw on at least two sources of quantitative (numerical) data from the SWS fact sheets to create an infographic
--identify data to present on your infographic that no one else in your group is using,
--you will share your infographic with your group for feedback
d) complete the Infographic Worksheet
f) complete the Peer-to-Peer Response Worksheet on two or more of your peers' infographics
 
[The following will be provided to students in a separate document a week before the due date]
Please complete the Infographic Worksheet. Each answer should be 150-250 words (except #3).
1. How did you identify the numerical information to use in your Infographic? How did the SWS Fact Sheet help you understand the topic better? More specifically, how did you decide which data to represent? What does the data say to you?
2. How would you summarize what your infographic conveys about your gender justice topic? What conclusions do you want the readers of your infographic to come away with?
3. List of complete citations (SWS Fact Sheets cited):
 
[The following will be provided to students in class, to complete in their groups on the day the assignment is due]
Peer-to-Peer Infographic Response Worksheet for students in groups to complete on each other's infographic (2 points)
Q: What is the specific topic of the infographic, in your own words?
Q: What is the most interesting or compelling statistic or piece of data on your peer's infographic? Why?
Q: Its source?
Q: What conclusions can you draw about the topic, after seeing this infographic?
Q: Create two questions you have now about this topic that cannot be answered by looking at the infographic.
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Scaffold lessons. Prior to this lesson, students will
1. Learn key vocabulary
2. Learn how to read statistical graphs and charts 
3. Learn how to read concept maps (a.k.a. flow charts)and create them while reading 
4. Learn how to use concept maps to assist in thinking critically about an article 
5. Research and discuss the Voting Rights Act of 1965
Key departmental objectives for Composition (ENG1101): Students will learn to:
                Read critically
                Summarize appropriately (list attached)
                Write at a college level (rubric and score sheet attached)
 
QR Goals
Knowledge and Conceptual Understanding:
Students will be able to read and map key points of the article: “Black Votes Matter” https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn27456-black-lives-matter-premature-deaths-skew-us-election-results/  using the basic elements of summarizing discussed in class (attached) and found on the class BlackBoard page.
Assessment: concept map with a short summary of the article highlighting the key concepts (low stakes)
 
Thinking and other skills:
Students will be able to evaluate the article’s argument and the data it presents: In class, to hone thinking and other skills, they will work in groups of 3-4. In those groups they will map the author’s argument and then analyze data given in the article to determine whether the argument is valid. The class will be given 45 minutes to work in groups and then each group will present their determinations to the class as a whole. The presentations will demonstrate how each group has mapped the argument and assessed the data.
This low-stakes assignment builds on previous scaffolding lessons and brings together several tasks. It also encourages students to talk with each other about the data and consider possible ramifications suggested by the data. A higher stakes assignment will follow. That assignment asks each student to write an essay on the topic of voting, using at least one fact from the NewScientist article and also using at least three vocabulary words, e.g., the nouns "disenfranchisement" and "hegemony" orwith the verb/noun "gerrymander."
Assessment: describe one strength and one weakness of the article’s argument (low stakes)
 
Attitudes, Values, Dispositions, Habits of Mind:
Students will be able to use the data to theorize one future outcome of the data presented
Assessment: Write a 600-word essay describing the theory you have developed based on data and concepts presented in the NewScientist article, "Black Votes Matter". Refer to at least one set of data from the article in the essay, and use at least three relevant vocabulary words from this unit.
 
	English 1101 Essay Performance Criteria: 
 
	

	Performance Criteria
	Level of Mastery

	
	Excellent
	Acceptable
	Poor

	Argument
	Clearly and concisely represents the thesis of the reading ; Clearly and logically establishes key supporting points and includes appropriate use of quotation and evidence
	 
 
Represents the thesis of the reading but may be slightly inaccurate or rely too heavily on quoted language; Although some supporting points are mentioned, they are not comprehensive, may not be connected to the thesis, or may be slightly inaccurate.
	No statement or a misstatement of the thesis ; No statement or misstatement of supporting points

	Structure
	 
 
Unified paragraph in student’s own words.  Avoids personal opinion
	 
 
Unified paragraph that does not include appropriate use of quotation,  includes personal opinion
	 
 
Ignores instructions, e.g., writes too much and/or relies entirely on personal opinion

	Clarity of Writing
	 
 
Can be read effortlessly; nearly error-free; clear mastery of sentence boundaries, subject/verb conjugation, and diction; Written in present tense and shows mastery of conventions of title and author referencing
	 
 
Easily comprehensible but places demands on the reader to interpret intended meaning; Some errors in: sentence boundaries, subject/verb conjugation,  diction, or conventions of title and author referencing
	 
 
 
Not easily comprehensible ; Clear patterns of error in two or more of the following: sentence boundaries, subject/verb conjugation, diction, conventions of title and author referencing


 
Grading/score sheet for each essay:
 
	Name:
 
	 
	 

	Objective
	Maximum points
	Paper Score

	Main Idea/Thesis Statement
	20
	 

	Supporting Details—reading of the text is inaccurate
	20
	 

	Organization
	15
	 

	Format
	05
	 

	Sentence Structure
	05
	 

	Grammar
	05
	 

	Spelling
	05
	 

	Punctuation
	05
	 

	Proofreading
	20
	 

	TOTAL
	100
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