Carefully review the following table of data, which shows how many women were tried in London between 1670 and 1759 for homicide (killing).  The columns break this information down by the *type* of killing the women were tried for (infanticide, murder, petty treason, manslaughter and other) while the rows break this information down by decade.  In the first row, we are given the total number of women who were tried for each kind of homicide in this 90 year period.  In the first column, we are given the total number of women tried for homicide each decade.  You will see that the table includes the absolute number of cases involved as well as what percentages those numbers represent, whether in reference to the other kinds of killing that year, or in reference to the total number of that kind of offence in the entire period. 
 
http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/stats.jsp?y=decade&x=offenceSubcategory&countBy=_defendantNames&render=bar&_offences_offenceCategory_offenceSubcategory=kill&_verdicts_verdictCategory_verdictSubcategory=&_punishments_punishmentCategory_punishmentSubcategory=&_defendantNames_defendantGender=female&defendantAgeFrom=&defendantAgeTo=&_victimNames_victimGender=&victimAgeFrom=&victimAgeTo=&_divs_fulltext=&fromMonth=&fromYear=&toMonth=&toYear=1759
 You will see this chart is made up of a series of cells containing three numbers.  You should recognize that in each one, you are given the absolute number of a particular kind of offense in that decade, as well as two percentages.  For example, if you look up “murder” in the 1700s, you’ll see this:
                                                3                      2.38%
                                                27.27%
This tells us that 3 women were tried for murder in the years 1700-1709.  This represents just 2.38% of all the murder trials of women in the entire 90 years covered by this chart.  However, those three trials ALSO represent 27.27% of all the trials for any kind of killing offense by women in that decade.  (Note that this chart reflects how the courts classified killing offenses in the 18th century.  Murder, Infanticide, Petty Treason, Manslaughter were all recognized as distinct and specific *kinds* of homicide, although the courts would sometimes hear “other” cases that did not clearly fit these categories.)
 
 
1. In what decade were the most women tried for killing someone?
2. How many women were tried for murder between 1720 and 1749?
3. In the entire 90 year period, petty treason (the murder of a superior by a subordinate) accounted for what percentage of all the homicide trials with a female defendant in this period?
4. In the decade when infanticide trials made up the largest proportion of all homicide trials for women, what was the percentage of infanticide trials?
           a)      52%                       
           b)      15.2%  
           c)       100% 
           d)      72.73%
 
5. Which of the following numbers would be most useful if you wanted to evaluate the significance of infanticide as an offence among female defendants charged with killing during the 1670s?
           a)    20
           b)    11.7%
           c)    68.97%
           d)    80.67%
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