Assessment Instrument
Read the May 1, 2015 article, “Black lives matter: premature deaths skew US election results” by MacGregor Campbell, map the points the author makes along with the data used to support each point, and then answer the following questions:
1. What are the reasons that MacGregor Campbell gives in this article to support his claim that US election results are skewed by the premature deaths of black citizens?
2. Choose the data from one of the author's five key claims and discuss how that data supports the statement “the premature death of millions of black voters in the US has affected the outcome of several elections”? 
Rubric for the mapping task:
Students will be able to read and map the article's five key points, including identification of the data that support each point:
	Student identifies the five points correctly

	Identifies five
	Four
	Three
	Two
	One
	None

	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0


 
Total: ______________________
 
Rubric for Question 1:
Students will be able to identify the two main reasons provided by the author to argue that election results have been skewed in the US:
	Student correctly identifies the article’s argument

	Identifies two reasons
	Identifies one reason
	Does not identify any reasons

	2
	1
	0


 
Total: ______________________
 
Students will be able to use the data to evaluate the argument:
	Student correctly uses data to evaluate the article

	Yes
	No

	1
	0


 
Total: ______________________
 
Rubric for Question 2:
	Student clearly indicates one point, including the data associated with that point

	Yes
	No

	1
	0


 
Total: ______________________
 
	Student's discussion includes an interpretation of the data, and indicates a clear understanding of how the data is being used by the author to support the thesis

	Yes
	Partly+
	Partly-
	No

	3
	2
	1
	0


 
Total: ______________________
 
	Student provides data to support his/her agreement or disagreement

	Student does an outstanding job of interpreting the data and connecting it with the point the author is making
	Student interprets the data somewhat accurately and shows an understanding of the data viz. the article, but the student’s writing makes the interpretation difficult to understand due to errors (in grammar, punctuation, etc.).
	Student seems to interpret some portions of the data correctly, but the student’s writing makes it difficult to discern the degree to which the interpretation is accurate.
	No. Student does not correctly write about the data or misinterprets the meaning of the data

	3
	2
	1
	0


Total: ______________________
 
Grand Total: ______________________ (of possible 15)
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