Integrating Data Analysis (IDA) Project

Assessment Instrument – Spring 2006 Pretest
Directions:  The Sociology Program at Lehman College is currently in the process of implementing new teaching strategies that introduce students to working with data.  As part of this effort, we are trying to measure students’ data analysis skills.  The questions below are part of this effort.  This exercise will not be used in grading your performance in this class and we do not ask you to provide your name on this questionnaire.  At the same time, we ask that you please try your best to respond to all the questions.  The assessment instrument will enable your instructor to analyze student learning in the Sociology Program.  Moreover, this questionnaire will have absolutely no bearing on hiring, promotion or reappointment decisions of faculty members.  (We will NOT be evaluating individual instructors or individual students in this research, but rather teaching strategies.)  In short, our objective is to assess the effectiveness of integrating data analysis into the curriculum.  Thank you very much for your participation in this exercise!  

NOTE:  If you have already completed this assessment instrument in another course THIS semester, please do not complete it again.  (If you completed an assessment questionnaire last semester, please DO complete another one this semester.)
Please do not write anything on this assessment instrument if you have already completed this assessment instrument in another course THIS semester.  Please return the blank questionnaire to your instructor if you have already filled one out this semester.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
(1)  How many sociology courses are you taking this semester that have a strong 

emphasis on quantitative or mathematical skills  If you do not know precisely,

please provide an estimate.  (Please include only current courses.)


_______________
(2)  Not counting this semester, how many sociology courses have you taken

that have a strong emphasis on quantitative or mathematical skills.  If you do not 

know precisely, please provide an estimate.  (Please include only college courses 
taken before this semester.)







_______________

(3)  How many non-sociology courses are you taking this semester 
that have a strong emphasis on quantitative or mathematical skills  If you 
do not know precisely, please provide an estimate.  (Please include only current 

courses.)









_______________

(4)  Not counting this semester, how many non-sociology courses have you  
taken that have a strong emphasis on quantitative or mathematical 

skills.  If you do not know precisely, please provide an estimate.  (Please include

only college courses taken before this semester.)





_______________
(5)  Excluding Sociological Analysis and Research Methods, have you ever used computers during class in one or more sociology courses?
(
Never

(
On 1 or 2 occasions

(
On 3 or more occasions

(6)  Have you ever been in a sociology course that used the wireless computer labs?

(
No

(
Yes

(7)  Where did you attend high school?  (Check off all that apply.)
 

(
public high school in NYC or Yonkers

(
specialized public high school in NYC (Bronx Science, Brooklyn Poly, etc.)

(
public high school in the U.S., but outside of NYC/Yonkers

(
private or parochial high school in the U.S.

(
high school outside of the U.S.

(
earned a GED
(8)  What is your current status at Lehman?
(9)
Have you declared a major?

a.
Freshman (30 or fewer credits)

a.
No


b.
Sophomore (31 to 60 credits)

b.
Yes
c.
Junior (61 to 90 credits)

d.
Senior (91 credits or above)
(10)  If yes, what is your major?
e.
Graduate student 
f. 
College Now Program.

f.
Other




____________________________
(11)  Did you transfer to Lehman College?
(12)
If yes, please specify the school from where you 



transferred.
a.
No



 

b.
Yes, I came from a community college


c.  
Yes, I came from another college (but not a 
____________________________


 community college)

(13)  On a scale of 1 (very comfortable) to 7 (very uncomfortable), how would you rate your comfort in working with data?  (Please circle one number.)

1 
2
3
4
5
6
7
 
 

Very comfortable(——————————Neutral—————————————(Very uncomfortable

(14)  On a scale of 1 (very interested) to 7 (not interested), how would you rate your interest in working with data?  (Please circle one number.)

1 
2
3
4
5
6
7

 

Very interested (—————-–––––––––––Neutral——————————————(Not interested

(15)  Please indicate all the sociology courses that you are presently enrolled in this semester (fill in the circle):

Sociology 166 (Fundamentals of Sociology)
(
Monday, 6-9 p.m.
(
Mon. and Weds., 11 A.M.-12:15 P.M.

(
Friday, 12-2:30 P.M. (in CA 329 & online)
(
Mon. and Weds., 12:30-1:45 P.M. 
(
Thursday, 6-8:40 P.M. (in CA 329)
(
Mon. and Weds., 4:10-5:50 P.M.   
( 
Saturday, 3-5:30 P.M. (in CA 329)
(
Tues. and Thurs., 11 A.M.-12:15 P.M. (in CA 327) 
(
Tuesday, 6-8:40 P.M. (in CA 326)
(
Friday, 12-2:30 P.M. (in CA 329 & online)
(
Tuesday, 2-4:30 P.M. (in CA 348)
(
Tues. and Thurs., 12:30-1:45 P.M. (in CA 326)
Sociology 226 (Social Movements)

(
Friday, 6-8:45 P.M. (in CA 348)
(
Tues. and Thurs., 11 A.M.-12:15 P.M. (in CA 326)
Sociology 227 (Sociology of Family)

(
Friday, 6-8:45 P.M. (in CA 327)
(
Saturday, 9:15-11:45 A.M. (in CA 327)
Sociology 228 (Women in Society)

(
Thursday, 2-4:30 P.M. (in CA 335) 
(
Thursday, 6-8:40 P.M.
Sociology 230 (Criminology) 

(
Saturday, 12-2:30 P.M. (in CA 329)
(
Tues. and Thurs., 9:30-10:45 A.M. (in CA329) 

(
Wednesday, 6-8:40 P.M. 
Sociology 235 (Sociology of Education)

(
Tuesday, 2-4:30 P.M. (in CA 329)
(
Thursdays, 6-8:40 P.M. (in CA 327) 

(
Thursday, 2-4:30 P.M. (in CA 329) 

Sociology 240 (Death, Dying and Bereavement)
(
Monday, 2-4:30 P.M. (in CA 327)
(
Monday, 6-8:40 P.M. (in CA 327)

Sociology 246 (Sociological Analysis)

(
Thursdays, 6-9:30 P.M. (in CA 220)
(
Tues. and Thurs., 11-12:50 P.M. (in CA 329)

(
Tuesday, 6-9:30 P.M. (in CA 327)
(
Monday, 2-5:30 P.M. (in CA 326 & CA 220)

(
Wednesday, 6-9:30 P.M. (in CA 220)
(
Tuesday, 5:30 to 9 P.M. (in CA 220)

(
Tuesday, 2-5:30 P.M. (in CA 327)
(
Tuesday, 2-5:30 P.M. (in CA 326 and CA 220)
Sociology 307 (Mass Communication and Public Opinion)

(
Wednesday, 6-8:40 P.M. 
(
Tues. and Thurs., 12:30-1:45 P.M. (in CA 242)

Sociology 309 (Social Inequality)

(
Tuesday, 6-8:40 P.M. 
(
Tues. and Thurs., 11 A.M.-12:15 P.M. (in CA 215)

Sociology 316 (Foundations of Modern Social Theory)

(
Friday, 9-11:30 A.M. (in CA 326)
(
Wednesday, 6-8:40 P.M. 
Sociology 346 (Methods of Social Research)

(
Wednesday, 5:30-9:00 P.M. (in CA 329)
(
Tues. and Thurs., 9-10:50 A.M. (in CA 220)

(
Sunday, 9 A.M.-12:30 P.M. (in CA 220)
(
Monday, 6-9:30 P.M. (in CA 220, with Condon)

(
Thursday, 2-5:30 P.M. (in CA 220)
(
Monday, 6-9:30 P.M. (in CA 329, with Kuerban)
(
Friday, 10 A.M.-1:30 P.M. (in CA 220)
(
Tues. and Thurs., 11 A.M.-12:50 P.M. (in CA 220)

Single-Section Courses
(
Sociology 237 (Ethnic Stratification), Monday, 2-4:30 P.M. (in CA 329)
(
Sociology 251 (American Social Policy), Tues. and Thurs., 12:30-1:45 P.M. (in CA 327)
(
Sociology 302 (Sociology of Healthcare), Thursdays, 2-4:30 P.M. (in CA 327) 
(
Sociology 332 (Religion and Society), Friday 12-2:30 P.M. (in CA 324)
 
(
Sociology 338 (Race/Ethnicity in Society), Monday, 6-8:40 P.M. (in CA 326)
 
(
Sociology 339 (American Demography), Saturday, 12-2:30 P.M. (in CA 327)

Sociology course not listed above.  (Please specify below.)
_____________________________________________________________________________
ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS

Questions 1-3.  Read the following statement and answer the following questions.  
Rates of syphilis are higher among American Indians than among whites in the United States.
1.  What is the independent variable in 


2.   What is the dependent variable in 


the above statement?
the above statement?



a.  
syphilis rates
a.
syphilis rates


b.  
whites
b.
whites
c.
race/ethnicity
c.
race/ethnicity
d.
United States
d.
United States

3.  What conclusion can be drawn with certainty from the above statement?

a.
There are more American Indians than whites who have syphilis in the United States.

b.
The proportion of American Indians who have syphilis is higher than the proportion of whites who have syphilis in the United States.

c.
American Indians are more likely than whites to die of syphilis in the United States.

d.
Whites are more likely than American Indians to practice safe sex in the United States.

Questions 4-5.  Please answer the following questions based the chart below.  This chart shows the distribution of weight from a survey administered to a health class of high school seniors at Amherst High School (2006):
[image: image1.emf]Weight Distribution of High School Seniors in Health Class at Amherst High School, 2006
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4. 
Based on the bar graph above, what is the frequency of individuals in the health class who weigh more than 139 pounds?

a.  
5
b.  
10
c.  
11
d.
19
5. 
The weight information of how many students was used to make the bar chart?

a.  
5
b.  
8
c.  
21
d.
Cannot determine
Questions 6-8.  Please answer the following questions based on the following set of 7 numbers.

0, 1, 2, 2, 4, 5, 7
6.
What is the median in the 
7.
What is the mean in the 
8.
What is the mode in the  


above set of numbers?

above set of numbers?

above set of numbers?

a.
0
a.
2
a.
2

b.
1
b. 
2.5
b.
3



c.
2
c.
3
c.
4

d.
4
d.
21
d.
all of the above

Questions 9-10.  Please answer the following questions based the chart below.

[image: image2.emf]Life Expectancy of Whites and Blacks in the United States, 1950-2000
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Source:  Centers for Disease Control 2005.

9. 
Approximately what was the life expectancy of blacks in 2000?

a.  
61
b.  69
c.  
72
d.
78
10. 
 Which of the following conclusions can be reached from the chart above?
a.  
The 15-year gap in life expectancy between whites and blacks had held steady from 1950 to 2000.
b.  
The longevity of white females accounts for the high life expectancy of whites compared to minorities.
c.
Comparing 2000 to 1950 shows that the gap in white and black life expectancies has narrowed slightly over time.

d.
There is a curvilinear relationship between time and life expectancy among whites – life expectancy slowly rose over time but evidence form 2000 reveals a slight decline.

Questions 11-15.  Please answer the following questions (true/false) based on the table below.
The Demographic Characteristics of Children and Elderly in Poverty in the US, 2000


Race/Ethnicity


Gender

	
	% Non-Latino White
	% Black
	% Asian
	% 

Latino
	% American Indian
	% Other 
	  
	% 

Male
	% Female

	Children in Poverty
	61.2%
	14.8%
	3.6%
	16.4%
	1.1%
	3.0%
	Children in Poverty
	N/A
	N/A

	Elderly in Poverty
	83.4%
	8.1%
	2.4%
	4.9%
	.4%
	.9%
	Elderly in Poverty
	42%
	58%


N/A = Not Available.  Note:  Percentages do not total exactly 100% due to rounding.

Source:  United States Census, 2000

11.
True
False
Elderly in poverty in the US are 16% more likely to be female than male.
12.        
True
False
Altogether, 61.2% of non-Latino white children are in poverty in the US.
13.
True
False
The ratio of male to female elderly in poverty in the US is approximately 2 to 3.
14.
True
False
Approximately 4 out of every 100 elderly in poverty (in the US) are American Indian.
15.
True
False
Compared to elderly in poverty, children in poverty in the US are disproportionately
Latino.
Question 16.  Please answer the following question based on the chart below.

[image: image3.emf]The Ethnic and Racial Distribution of Fulltime 

Workers in the United States, 2000
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Source:  2000 United States Census.

16. 
Based on the pie chart above, what percent of the fulltime workers in the US were NOT non-Latino White in 2000?


a.  
5%
b.  
15%
c.  
22%
d.
27%
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