Integrating Data Analysis (IDA) Project

Assessment Instrument 

POSTTEST

Directions:  The Sociology Program at Lehman College is currently in the process of implementing new teaching strategies that introduce students to working with data.  As part of this effort, we are trying to measure students’ data analysis skills.  The questions below are part of this effort.  This exercise will not be used in grading your performance in this class and we do not ask you to provide your name on this questionnaire.  At the same time, we ask that you please try your best to respond to all the questions.  The assessment instrument will enable your instructor to analyze student learning in the course.  Moreover, this questionnaire will have absolutely no bearing on hiring, promotion or reappointment decisions of faculty members.  (The names of instructors are listed for a few courses, but this is only to distinguish between sections of classes that meet at the same time.  We will NOT be evaluating individual instructors or individual students in this research, but rather teaching strategies.)  In short, our objective is to assess the effectiveness of integrating data analysis into the curriculum.  Thank you very much for your participation in this exercise!  

NOTE:  If you have already completed this post-test in another course, please do not complete it again. 

Please do not write anything on this assessment instrument if you have already completed this post-test in another class.  Please return the blank questionnaire to you instructor if you have already filled one out.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
(1)  How many sociology courses are you taking this semester that have a strong 

emphasis on quantitative or mathematical skills  If you do not know precisely,

please provide an estimate.  (Please include only current courses.)


_______________
(2)  Not counting this semester, how many sociology courses have you taken

that have a strong emphasis on quantitative or mathematical skills.  If you do not 

know precisely, please provide an estimate.  (Please include only college courses 
taken before this semester.)







_______________

(3)  How many non-sociology courses are you taking this semester 
that have a strong emphasis on quantitative or mathematical skills  If you 
do not know precisely, please provide an estimate.  (Please include only current 

courses.)









_______________

(4)  Not counting this semester, how many non-sociology courses have you  
taken that have a strong emphasis on quantitative or mathematical 

skills.  If you do not know precisely, please provide an estimate.  (Please include

only college courses taken before this semester.)





_______________

(5)  Where did you attend high school?  (Check off all that apply.)
 

(
public high school in NYC or Yonkers

(
specialized public high school in NYC (Bronx Science, Brooklyn Poly, etc.)

(
public high school in the U.S., but outside of NYC/Yonkers

(
private or parochial high school in the U.S.

(
high school outside of the U.S.

(
earned a GED
(6)  What is your current status at Lehman?
(7)
Have you declared a major?

a.
Freshman (30 or fewer credits)

a.
No


b.
Sophomore (31 to 60 credits)

b.
Yes
c.
Junior (61 to 90 credits)

d.
Senior (91 credits or above)
(8)
If yes, what is your major?
e.
Graduate student 

f.
Other




____________________________
(9)  Did you transfer to Lehman College?
(10)  If yes, from what school did you transfer?

a.
No

 

b.
Yes, I came from a community college

c.  
Yes, I came from another college (but not a 
____________________________


 community college)
(11)  On a scale of 1 (very comfortable) to 7 (very uncomfortable), how would you rate your comfort in working with data?  (Please circle one number.)
1 
2
3
4
5
6
7
 
 
Very comfortable(——————————Neutral—————————————(Very uncomfortable
(12)  On a scale of 1 (very interested) to 7 (not interested), how would you rate your interest in working with data?  (Please circle one number.)
1 
2
3
4
5
6
7

 

Very interested (—————-–––––––––––Neutral——————————————(Not interested

(13)  Please indicate all the sociology courses that you are presently enrolled in this semester (fill in the circle):

Sociology 166 (Fundamentals of Sociology)
(
Mondays, 2-4:30 P.M.
(
Tuesdays, 6-:8:40 P.M. 
( 
Mon. & Weds, 12:30-1:45 P.M.
(
Mon. and Weds., 11 A.M-12:15 P.M. (Taught by Haghighat)
(
Thursdays, 6-8:40 P.M.
(
Mon. and Weds., 11 A.M.-12:15 P.M. (Taught by McCormick)

(
Tues. and Thurs., 4:10 to 5:50 P.M.
(
Tues. and Thurs., 9:30 to 10:45 A.M. (Taught by Mercogliano)

(
Tues. and Thurs., 12:30 to 1:45 P.M.
(
Tues. and Thurs., 9:30 to 10:45 A.M. (Taught by McCormick)

(
Wednesdays, 6-8:40 P.M.
(
Tues. and Thurs., 11:00 A.M. to 12:15 P.M. (Taught by 
Mercogliano)

(
Thursdays, 2-4:30 P.M.
(
Tues. and Thurs., 11:00 A.M. to 12:15 P.M. (Taught by Brooks-Klinger)

Sociology 227 (Sociology of Family)

(
Sundays, 9-:11:45 A.M.
(
Mondays, 2-:4:30 P.M.

(
Mondays, 6-8:40 P.M.
Sociology 230 (Criminology)

(
Tues. and Thurs., 8-9:15 A.M.
(
Tuesdays, 6-8:40 P.M.
Sociology 231 (Social Problems)

(
Tues. and Thurs., 9:30 to 10:45 A.M.
(
Mondays, 2-4:30 P.M.
Sociology 234 (Urban Sociology) 

(
 Mondays, 6-8:40 P.M.
( 
Tues. and Thurs., 9:30 to 10:45 A.M.

Sociology 235 (Sociology of Education)

(
Mondays, 2-4:30 P.M.
(
Mondays, 6-8:40 P.M.
Sociology 237 (Ethnic Stratification)

(
 Tues. and Thurs., 11 A.M.-12:15 P.M.
(
Wednesdays, 6-8:40 P.M.

( 
Mon. and Weds., 9:30 to 10:45 A.M.
Sociology 246 (Sociological Analysis)

(
Mon. and Weds., 9-10:45 A.M.
(
Tuesdays, 6-9:30 P.M.

(
Mondays, 2-5:30 P.M.
( 
Tuesdays, 2-5:30 P.M. (Taught by Jacobson)

(
Wednesdays, 5-8:30 P.M.
(  
Tuesdays, 2-5:30 P.M. (Taught by Danzger)

( 
Fridays, 6-9:30 P.M.
Sociology 247 (Methods of Social Research)

(
Fridays, 1:30 to 5:00 P.M.
(
Fridays, 9 A.M.-12:30 P.M.

( 
Fridays, 6-9:30 P.M.
(  
Thursdays, 2-5:30 P.M.

( 
Tuesdays, 6-9:30 P.M.
( 
Thursdays, 5-8:30 P.M.

( 
Thursdays, 6-9:30 P.M.
( 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11 A.M. -12:50 P.M.
Sociology 302 (Sociology of Healthcare)

(
Mondays, 2-4:30 P.M.
( 
Mondays, 6-8:40 P.M.
Sociology 316 (Foundations of Modern Social Theory)

(
Mondays, 2-4:30 P.M.
(
Tuesdays, 6-8:40 P.M.
Sociology 324 (Sociology of Politics)

(
Tuesdays, 2-4:30 P.M.
(
Thursdays, 6-8:40 P.M.

Sociology 338 (Race/Ethnicity in Society)

(
Thursdays, 6-8:40 P.M.
(
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12:30-1:45 P.M.
Miscellaneous Courses 
( 
Sociology 226 (Social Movements), Mondays, 6-8:40 P.M.

( 
Sociology 228 (Women in Society), Thursdays, 2-4:30 P.M.
( 
Sociology 232 (Religion & Society), Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11 A.M.-12:15 P.M.
( 
Sociology 240 (Death, Dying and Bereavement), Mondays & Wednesdays, 11 A.M.-12:15 P.M.

( 
Sociology 251 (Ethnography), Saturdays, 12-2:45 P.M.

( 
Sociology 251 (American Social Policies), Tuesdays, 6-8:40 P.M.
( 
Sociology 303 (Sociology of Work), Saturdays, 9-11:45 A.M.

( 
Sociology 307 (Mass Communication & Public Opinion), Mondays & Wednesdays, 9:30-10:45 A.M.

( 
Sociology 309 (Social Inequality), Thursdays, 2-4:30 P.M.

( 
Sociology 319 (Population Problems), Saturdays, 12-2:45 P.M.

( 
Sociology 481 (Honors/Tutorial in Sociology)
Sociology course not listed above.  (Please specify below.)
_____________________________________________________________________________
ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS
Questions 1-3.  Please read the following statement and answer the following questions.  
Females have higher rates of A grades in middle school than males.
1.  What is the independent variable in 


2.   What is the dependent variable in 


the above statement?
the above statement?



a.   
females
a.
males
b.  
grades
b.
grades
c.
sex
c.
sex
d.
middle school
d.
middle school

3.  What conclusion can be drawn with certainty from the above statement?

a.
Females study more than males do in middle school.

b.
The likelihood of getting an A is higher for females than for males in middle school.

c.
Females have an easier time with school than males do.

d.
Because males are more involved in sports, they do not do as well in middle school.
Questions 4-5.  Please answer the following questions based on the chart below.  This chart shows the distribution of shoe sizes among all customers who visited Molly’s Shoe Store on Saturday morning.
[image: image1.emf]Distribution of Shoe Sizes among Customers who Visited 
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4. 
Based on the bar graph above, what is the frequency of individuals who had shoe sizes greater than 8?

a.  
5
b.  
7
c.  
12
d.
15
5. 
Based on the bar graph above, how many customers visited Molly’s Shoe Store on Saturday morning?

a.  
6
b.  
15
c.  
41
d.
Cannot determine
Questions 6-8.  Please answer the following questions based on the following set of 7 numbers.

0, 3, 5, 6, 7, 7, 7
6.
What is the median in the 
7.
What is the mean in the 
8.
What is the mode in the  


above set of numbers?

above set of numbers?

above set of numbers?

a.
3
a.
5
a.
0


b.
5
b. 
6
b.
5



c.
6
c.
21
c.
6

d.
7
d.
35
d.
7
Questions 9-10.  Please answer the following questions based on the chart below.

[image: image2.emf] Percent Distribution of Number of Visits to Health Care Professionals

by Age among Adults Ages 18 and Over:  2000 and 2001
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9. 
Approximately what percent of individuals ages 18 to 44 did not go to a physician in the year 2000?


a.  
5%
b.  
16%
c.  
23%
d.
46%
10. 
Which of the following accurately describes what the data in the chart above reveal?
a.
A clear trend is evident over time whereby the older elderly (age 75 and over) are becoming less likely to visit their physicians more than 10 times a year.
b.  
Among adults ages 18 and over, the likelihood of never visiting a physician seems to decrease with age in both 2000 and 2001.
c.  
Adults ages 45 to 64 are the group least likely to visit a physician 10 or more times a year, but they are the most likely to visit a physician 1 to 3 times a year.
d.
Most adults ages 75 and over visit a physician 10 or more times a year.
Questions 11-15.  Please answer the following questions (true/false) based on the table below.

The Demographic Characteristics of Full-time Lawyers Ages 25-64

Compared to Full-time Workers Ages 25-64, 2000



Race/Ethnicity




	
	% Non-Latino White
	% Black
	% Asian
	% Latino
	% American Indian
	% Other 

	Lawyers
	90.3%
	3.7%
	2.4%
	2.7%
	0.1%
	.8%

	Full-time Workers
	73.4%
	11.9%
	4.1%
	9.8%
	0.8%
	N/A


N/A = Not Available

Source:  United States Census, 2000

11.
True
False
Lawyers are 86.6% more likely to be non-Latino white than black.
12.
True
False
Altogether, 90.3% of non-Latino whites are lawyers.  
13.
True
False
The ratio of Asian to American Indian lawyers is approximately 24 to 1.
14.
True
False
Approximately 1 in 10 lawyers is American Indian.
15.
True
False
Compared to full-time workers, layers are disproportionately non-Latino white.
Question 16.  Please answer the following question based on the chart below.
[image: image3.emf]Residence of US Population in 2000
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Source:  2000 United States Census.

16. 
Based on the pie chart above, what percent of the U.S. population lived in metropolitan areas (that is, city or suburbs) in 2000?

a.  
16%
b.  
25%
c.  
57%
d.
84%
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