The theme for our City Seminar class next semester, which I'm teaching with Nate (Jeffrey) Mickelson from NICHE, is gentrification. The final assignment for this class asks students present a Vision Plan for one of five pre-selected neighborhoods in NYC and argue in favor of this plan using quantitative and qualitative data. We are going to be pitting three teams against each other to argue that their Vision Plan is the best. I wanted to create an in-class assignment that would help prepare them to argue about numbers when they present their Vision Plans.
Since it's a class on gentrification, I was thinking that I would give the students data on the affordability of housing in a city, and ask them to argue about whether or not the city has become a better place to live over the last decade. The key is that the data is ambivalent so you could argue either way using it. I had originally planned to pick a particular neighborhood or borough of NYC, but as it turns out, that data is not ambivalent by any stretch of the imagination. It just simply costs more to live in NYC now than it did 10 years ago. So right now, the data is the biggest flaw in my assignment. For now, I'm using data on Chicago.
In any case, here is the plan. I will split the class into four teams. Two of the teams are given a different handout from the other two teams, but they don't know this. Each of the handouts begins by asking them to make a certain type of calculation relative to the data. It might ask them to calculate the absolute difference in the median rental prices between two different years. Everyone has the same data, but each team's handout highlights different aspects of the data through these routine calculations. Next, the handout asks them to write a 1-2 paragraph argument using this data. Two of the groups are instructed to argue that Chicago has become a better place to live. The other two are instructed to argue that it has become a worse place to live.
Next they are asked to switch handouts with one of the other teams, but it's a team who was arguing the other point of view. They are told that they will have to debate the team with whom they swapped, but they are going to argue the opposite point of view from what they wrote on their handout (so basically, they know what their argument was but they're actually going to be arguing against it!) I'll give them 15 minutes to prepare for the debate and then we'll spend the last 30 minutes of class debating.
These are the QR Goals that I plan to address with this assignment:
1. Identify general patterns or trends in a collection of quantitative data such as charts, graphs, or raw numbers.
2. Use quantitative data like charts, graphs, and raw numbers as evidence from which a conclusion is drawn.
3. Articulate differing explanations or interpretations of the same quantitative information.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The format of the debate will be 5 minutes for each side to present their primary argument, and then opportunities for opposing arguments, 2 minutes at a time.
