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Federation Forest State Park Field Trip

Please respond immediately to this e-mail to let me know that you received it!

We will start our exploration of biology with a field trip on the first day of class.  In order to make this a success, it will be essential that you prepare by bringing:

· Boots or other comfortable shoes with good soles, preferably waterproof (NO flipflops or high heels, please!)
· Raingear (the trip will occur rain or shine)

· Warm clothes (at the very least a warm sweater; hat and gloves if you get cold easily)

· Water (at least one quart)

· Lunch (if you choose; we will return by 1 pm if possible, but may be delayed by traffic)

Optional supplies:  Notebook, Pen, Sunglasses (yes, I’m an optimist), Sunscreen, Bug spray, Camera, Binoculars (if you have them; we will have a few to share).
The vans will leave at 8 AM sharp!  You must be on time or you will be left behind with no possibility to make up the assignment (10 pts).  Assemble in SCI 211 and we will depart from there.  Note that a pre-lab assignment is required and must be turned in at 8 AM before we start the field trip.
Please let me know via e-mail if you have any mobility issues or medical issues that I should be aware of.  Examples of issues I would like to know about:  if you are unable to walk on unpaved trails, or have severe allergies (bees, plants) or asthma.  Be sure to bring any medications you might require.
Pre-Lab Assignment for Federation Forest State Park Field Trip Sept. 28th
Note:  Please bring the completed worksheet on the next page to class on Thursday September 28th; it will be collected at  8 AM sharp and will not be accepted late.

Instructions:
Google Earth is installed on the computers in the open access labs (wg1108 and cp005).  All you need is your netID and password to get started.  Feel free to ask the computer staff for help in finding and running the Google Earth program.
To use from a home computer (broadband connection highly recommended):

To download the Google Earth program, go to:

http://earth.google.com 

and select the appropriate option for your computer (i.e. Mac vs. PC).  Select “run” and the installation wizard will walk you through the steps of installation.

Pre-Lab Assignment for Federation Forest State Park Fieldtrip

(To be turned in at 8 AM Thursday September 28th)

Run Google Earth.  You will see a bird’s-eye view of the planet.  You can double click on a location and see a more detailed view, or use the zoom button at the lower right.  Play with it to learn to use the controls.  (For example, you may want to try to find your own house.)

· In the lower left-hand corner, under the “Layers” menu, select “Roads” and “Parks and Recreation Areas”; this will make the program display this information on the screen.
· In the upper left-hand corner of the page, type “Washington State of: Federation Forest” in the search box and select search.  Select the link for Federation Forest State Park (should be marked as “A” on the map).  Zoom out until you see the outline of the actual park (slight east of the marker).  If you have trouble finding the park, it is just north of Mt. Rainier, along Highway 410, just west of the town of Greenwater.
After exploring (via bird’s eye view) both the park and the surrounding area, briefly answer the following questions:

1. How does the vegetation within Federation Forest State Park differ from the surrounding area (I’m not looking for plant names here, just broad differences)?  How can you tell? (1 pt)  
2. Approximately how long is the park?  How wide is the park?  (go to the “Tools” menu in the upper right corner, and select “Measure”; draw a line from one end to the other to estimate the length). (1 pt)  
Length _________________

Width  _________________

If a spotted owl required a habitat of at least 1 mile in diameter of undisturbed mature forest in order to reproduce, would a population of spotted owls be able to persist in this area?  Why or why not?
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