
Follow-up for Paleolakes Jigsaw and Gallery Walk

Name                                          
Climate change in Dakhleh Oasis

due Wednesday, November 29

Go to the Saudi Aramco World web site (http://www.saudiaramcoworld.com/issue/200606/ ), click on Indexes, navigate to the September/October 2006 issue, and read the article Before the Mummies: The  Desert Origins of the Pharaohs.

Where is Dakhleh Oasis relative to the Toshka Lakes, to El Kharga Oasis, and to the Qattara Depression?

Until fairly recently, what was considered to have been the origin of Egyptian civilization, and where were the people thought to have come from?

What has archaeological research in Dakhleh Oasis over the past 25 years revealed about this traditional interpretation, and what alternative explanation is more consistent with the archaeological evidence? What are the crucial pieces of evidence?

On a separate sheet, write a short essay that addresses the question of the correlation between the geological evidence for climate change (that we looked at in class) and the archeological evidence for who lived where and when in North Africa. Make an argument for whether or not climate change might have been a factor in the timing of development of Ancient Egyptian civilization. Be specific about the geological evidence from the paleolake strat  columns.
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