Norwalk Maritime Center Field Trip – Spring 2007

Introduction to Oceanography

This field trip is self-guiding, which means you will go on your own, or in groups with your classmates.  The Maritime Center is open from 10AM – 5PM every day of the week.  Admission fees are $11.00 for the Aquarium only, and $16.50 for Adventure Pass (admission to Aquarium + IMAX).  Please be sure to save your receipt.  You will need to turn it in with your final report.  Further information can be found at: www.maritimeaquarium.org
The Maritime Center is not hard to find:

By car:  EXIT 14 off I-95 (New England Thruway).  At the exit ramp make a right turn (Fairfield Ave.), follow the road into downtown Norwalk.  The road changes names to W. Washington St.  Continue until you see the signs directing you to the Maritime Center parking areas (which will be to the left on Water St).  Car pooling is probably a good idea, and will also reduce the parking cost.  Parking costs between $5-6 dollars for a 3-5 hour period.

By Metro North train:  The Maritime Aquarium is a one-hour train ride on the from Grand Central Station (New Haven Line). Get off at the South Norwalk train station. To exit the station, walk down the driveway and turn right on to Monroe St.  Proceed to the light and turn left on to South Main St. At the next light make a right on to Washington St. and proceed to the second light where you will turn left on to North Water St. The Maritime Aquarium is just in front of you.  Trains run frequently, but you will have to consult a timetable for details.  Information can be found at: www.mta.info/mnr

The questions and assignments outlined here are to be answered by observing the exhibits and consulting resources available at the WCC Library.  You can also watch an IMAX film for extra credit.  Allow yourself at least 3 hours at the Maritime Center, not counting travel time.  From central Westchester, the driving time is around 35 minutes, less if you live closer to I-95.

Your report is due Thursday April 5.  Late reports will be penalized 10 points per class day late, and will not be accepted after April 26, 5PM.

Report Format:  Your report must be typed and double-spaced.  Please include the questions with your answers, using grammatically correct, complete sentences.  The report you submit must be your own.  Duplicate or substantially similar reports will receive a failing grade.  Attach your receipt to your report.  Reports without receipts will not be accepted.  

Introduction:  Norwalk was once a major fishing and oystering port on Long Island Sound and still supports a small oystering fleet.  Four and five generations of fishermen have made their living by fishing Long Island Sound, especially on Long Island and Connecticut.  While Long Island Sound is Westchester’s eastern boarder, commercial fishing effectively disappeared here may years ago as the Sound shore became valuable residential real estate.  The western end of Long Island Sound is also the most polluted, especially as one gets closer to New York City, which has located several very large (and malfunctioning) sewage treatment plants in the Bronx and Queens.  

Overall, Long Island Sound owes its existence to the creation of Long Island by the glaciers over 12,000 years ago following the last ice age.  It is arguably the most threatened body of salt water on the east coast, and possibly the whole nation.  Conceivably this 100-mile long ‘arm of the sea’ could become the first water body to ‘die’ because of human abuse.  One of the goals of this field trip is to acquaint you with the problems that Long Island Sound currently has, and to learn more about the measures necessary to reverse the condition.

Suggested Itinerary:  Be sure to bring a notebook and something to write with!  Upon arriving at the Maritime Center, check the IMAX theater schedule and plan your visit to include one of the showings (the films are usually about 40 minutes long).  You might also want to check the feeding schedule for the sharks and seals, if that interests you.  They generally don’t feed the seals to the sharks, but you never know…

If you have time before the film, start your visit by going through the aquarium section and in your report answer the following questions.  Upon entering the Building, follow signs to Aquarium, up the stairs to the entrance to the exhibit (if you enter through the back door, the questions will not be in the right order of what you see as you go along).  Please note, some of the questions cannot be directly answered from the exhibits.  Consult other references for those answers.

~ ~ Questions ~ ~

1) a.  What is a ‘sound’ (as in Long Island Sound)?

b.  Why does Long Island Sound qualify for this name?

2) a.  What is an estuary?

b.  Is Long Island Sound an estuary?

c.  What is the range of salinity found in Long Island Sound.

3) a.  What is the role of a salt marsh in the marine ecosystem?

b.  Which life forms are found in salt marshes?

c.  What has happened to the salt marshes around Long Island Sound over time?

4) The staple oyster harvested in Norwalk is known as the Eastern Oyster.  

a.  Describe the life cycle and life span of an oyster.

b.  What other predators (aside from man) do oysters have?

5) Describe the different life zones that exist between the high and low tide lines.

6) a.  Describe the different forms of fish life at different depths in Long Island Sound.

b.  Identify five important fish species that live in Long Island Sound.

7) a.  Describe 4 bottom environments found in Long Island Sound.

8) Observe the shark tank for some minutes.  Name and describe 3-5 shark species, and their habitats.

9) What is the Gulf Stream?  Write a half-page description of it.

10) What is a coral reef?

b.  In general, where are they located?

c.  Where in the USA are there coral reefs?

Pick an Exhibit:  After walking through the exhibits, thing about the ones that were unique.  Be sure to clearly state what criteria you use in make your judgments.  Be as descriptive as possible.
11) Which exhibit drew the attention of more people than others?  Why do you think this was the case?

12) Which exhibits attracted more children than others?

a. Are these exhibits specifically designed for kids?

b. If they are, do you think the exhibits are genuinely educational, or just games?

13) In your opinion, how should a museum balance the following two principles:

i. trying to build public interest;

ii. educating?

14) Which exhibit do you think was the most effective?  

15) Which exhibit do you think need the most improvement?

16) Are there any exhibits, in your opinion, that were misleading or which could lead to misconceptions?

17) Which exhibit was your personal favorite?  Briefly describe that exhibit.  What was the exhibit trying to teach people?  Why did you chose it as your favorite?

Evaluation:  Describe your overall reaction to your visit to the Norwalk Maritime Center.  Include such details as how you got there, who you went with (if anyone), how long you spent there.  What are the most important things you remember?  In your view is this trip worthwhile?  How would you make it better?

IMAX Extra Credit:  View one of  the films, write at least a one page summary of what it was about, and what your impressions/reactions were to it.  
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