Urban Environment - Carbon Footprint Calculation

Part 1:  Before you get started, you will need the most recent electric, gas, and/or oil bills for your household.  Here are a list of questions that you will need to answer in order to make the Carbon Footprint calculation (include the answers to this section when you submit your assignment):

a.  How do you heat your home (natural gas, electric, and/or oil)?

b.  What is your average monthly electric bill, natural gas bill, oil bill, and/or propane bill (dollars)?

c.  What is the annual mileage you drive in your car(s)?  (You can determine your weekly mileage and then multiply by 52.)

d.  Number of times a week that you commute by subway, train, bus, bicycle, and/or walking?

e.  Does your household recycle paper, glass, plastic, and/or aluminum and steel cans?

Part 2:  Compute your personal/household "Carbon Footprint" using a website created by  Earth Lab.  This website will walk you through the steps of determining the amount of greenhouse gas emissions you and your household contribute to the atmosphere.  

Go  to the website:  http://www.earthlab.com   Click on the tab "Earth Conservation Plan" and then the arrow with the heading "Take the First Step, get your score and start making a difference today".  Follow the directions as they appear on the page (you will need to register using your email address and create a simple password. 

Part 3:  After completing the activity, answer the following:

What are your total emissions?  How does this compare with the average American family?  FYI:  The worldwide average for a family of two is less than 9000 pounds/year!

Click on the blue heading "Change a Habit" on the left side of the earthlab.com webpage.  Summarize in several sentences (5 at least) how you can reduce your emissions.  How did your total emissions change?
