Environmental Science 1301 --  RESEARCH SKILLS PROJECT
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

This project is designed to accomplish several goals:  

· you should gain a more detailed understanding of a topic and what current research is being done on it;

· you should realize the different types of information you can find about it;

· you should be able to analyze the reliability and usefulness of the sources.

To accomplish this, you will write an annotated bibliography.

What is an annotated bibliography?

A bibliography is a list of materials (books, periodical articles, etc.) on a subject.  An annotation is a brief description of the material, providing enough information to let the reader know what a source covers and if it is useful.  A good way to think of it is as advice to someone who is beginning research on your topic. 

Annotations are short and cannot give detailed information, but they should cover these points:


1. 
The general contents of the work.  What does it discuss and how detailed is it?  This is the main portion of the annotation.


2. 
The author's qualifications.  Is the writer a trained scholar?  A journalist?  Someone relating a personal experience?


3.  
An evaluation of the reliability.  Is the information given reliable?  Are facts or opinions stressed?  




4.
The intended audience.  Is it for a general reader or a specialist?  How much, if any, background knowledge is needed to understand it?  Was is easy or difficult to read?

Reading long scholarly journal articles (over 4 pages):

In-depth journal articles usually follow a certain format:


1. Abstract (brief summary)     2. Introduction (often includes a history of the topic and a review of literature on it)    3. Methodology    4. Results of experiments or study     5.  Conclusion

If an article has all these parts, concentrate on sections 1, 2, and 5.  Just skim sections 3 and 4.

Assignment Rules


1.
At least 3 annotations of periodical articles must be done.  Otherwise no credit will be given.


2.
At least one of these must be from a scholarly journal (as opposed to a popular magazine.) It's OK if all the annotations are from journals.  Do not annotate general web sites. Only periodical articles are to be used.


3.
The bibliography will receive 5 less points credit if it is not typed.


4.
The bibliography will not be accepted if it is plagiarized.  Do not copy from the sources themselves.  Brief quotes are OK, but use quotation marks.  Do not copy from the abstracts.  We want your summary of the material.


5.  If you use an article from a periodical that is not at ACC, you must attach a Xerox of the first page of the article.


6.
Annotate sources that relate to environmental science, in particular to biodiversity.

7.
Annotations should be at least 175 words long. Shorter ones may not be accepted.
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For each of the three annotations, you will use the following form:

Source:

1. General Contents:

2. Author Qualifications:

3. Evaluation of Reliability:

4. Intended Audience:

SAMPLE ANNOTATION

Source: Perrone, Kristin and Worthington, Everett.  "Factors Influencing Ratings of Marital Quality by Individuals within Dual-Career Marriages: A Conceptual Model."  Journal of Counseling Psychology, January 2001, pp. 3-9.

1. General Contents:  This gives the results of a study to determine what factors are most important in good marriages where both partners have careers.  Since both husband and wife have careers in most marriages in the U.S., family counselors need to consider this in their therapies.  An experiment involving over 100 individuals was performed to try to identify what factors, both positive and negative, have the biggest effects.  Finances, social support, love, sexual satisfaction, communication, job-family strain, coping skills, and equity were measured.  The results supported only some of the authors' expectations.  For example, " Neither love and sexual satisfaction affected satisfaction with the dual-career lifestyle."  It was determined that having multiple coping strategies increased ratings of satisfaction. 

2. Author Qualifications:  Kristin Perrone is in the psychology department at Ball State University.  Everett Worthington is in the psychology department at Virginia Commonwealth University.

3. Evaluation of Credibility: The authors are experts and the results are based on a scientific experiment. The Journal of Counseling Psychology is a scholarly source.  The authors state some limitations to the study, but overall this is a reliable article.

4. Intended Audience:  This is aimed at people who do family counseling.  It was difficult for me to understand much of it.  I think this would be most useful for graduate students and professional psychologists.

The most common reasons annotations are not accepted:

· The annotations are too short.

· The content doesn't really say anything.  It's just typing to fill up space.

· The articles chosen aren't on the topic.

· Fewer than three annotations are done.

Each annotation must begin with a "citation."  This tells the reader where your information came from.  Here are samples of the most common citations. List your sources alphabetically by the first word.

A  periodical article with no author given:


"Dreams and Mental Health: Is There a Connection?"  Newsweek, Dec.14, 1988, p. 68.

A periodical with an author listed:

Forbes, Robert.  "Correlations Between Dreams and Diet Among Pregnant Women."  Journal of Abnormal Psychology, May 1996, pp.675-87.

You will meet in the RGC Library at during class time on Tuesday, October 4th.  Mr. Red Wassenich, RGC Librarian, will be guiding you through this research work.  You should come prepared to do an annotated bibliography on this topic and should be able to accomplish the research during the class time.  The work will be due on  Tuesday, October 11th.

The librarians are glad to help you.  

If you are confused about the assignment, that's your warning to ask for help.
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