Yellowstone REU—Summer 2010   

End of Field Season Assessment

We covered a lot of ground this summer, saw a lot of great geology, and did a lot of good science.  Now that we’ve finished the field work, it’s appropriate to reflect on the overall experience.  Please take a few minutes and fill out this end-of-field-work survey.  Your input will be highly valued and will be used a) to report back to NSF on project outcomes, and b) to help us improve the Yellowstone REU program for next summer. Our project goals were to do great Science and to help develop great Scientists…please help us determine to what extent we were successful in achieving these goals.

Part I:  Confidence Logs--Basic geologic skills.  We would like to determine how this REU project impacted your personal growth as a geoscientist.  Please indicate your level of confidence in the following areas a) when you arrived at the program, and b) at the end of the field program:

CONFIDENCE SCALE

LOW




MODERATE


                     HIGH      

  1              2              3              4            5            6            7            8           9           10


(Fill in your ranking at the end of each of the following statements).

1. Ability to identify and describe igneous rocks when I arrived: ___

    Ability to identify and describe igneous rocks at the end of the program: __
2. Ability to identify and describe metamorphic rocks when I arrived: ____ 

    Ability to identify and describe metamorphic rocks at the end of the program: ____ 

3. Ability to identify and describe sedimentary rocks and structures when I arrived: ___

    Ability to identify and describe sedimentary rocks and structures at the end of the 
program: ___

4. Ability to identify, describe and measure small-scale structures when I arrived: ___

   Ability to identify, describe and measure small-scale structures end of the program:__

5.  Ability to navigate in the field, to plan a traverse to meet daily objectives at the start of 


the program: ___

     Ability to navigate in the field, to plan a traverse to meet daily objectives at the end of 


the program: ___

6.  Ability to design and implement a research project at the start of the program: ____

      Ability to design and implement a research project at the end of the program: ___

Part II:  The Yellowstone REU Experience
(Fill in your ranking at the end of each of the following statements).

Strongly Disagree 
Disagree
Neutral 
Agree 

Strongly Agree
     1                  2                3                    4                5                 6                   7

1.  Pre-summer communications via listservs and webpages helped to prepare me for this field experience. _____

2.  My expectations were met regarding


a) Mentoring in the field from supervising faculty: _______


b) Personal development as a geoscientist:  _______


c) Opportunities to pursue personal geologic interests ________


d) Opportunities to work collaboratively with peers: ________


e)  Motivation to contribute to this project: _______ 


f)   Preparation to pursue the next steps in my professional development: _____


g) Overall quality of the field experience: ________

3.  I have a better understanding of what is required to identify and develop research questions that will lead to a successful field-based project. ______

4.  In future work, I will be prepared to handle the logistics needed to successfully complete a field based research project. _________

5.  I have a better understanding of how field studies (mapping and sample collection) can be coupled with analytical studies to answer key questions about Earth processes and history. ____________

6. I personally felt satisfied with what I learned and accomplished in the REU field setting ________

7.  I would recommend the REU Yellowstone program to other students to participate in year 2 (summer 2011) ________

Part III:  Personal Reflections
Please take a few minutes to provide your own reflections on:

The main contributions you made to this project:

The most important attributes you are taking from the field experience:

Camp life, and logistics:  What worked? What didn’t?

Any other thoughts you care to share about things that you particularly liked, or how we can improve the program for next year will be very much appreciated. 
