Building a Local Stratigraphic Column: A research-based assignment for an introductory geology course

Activity 2: Stratigraphic Unit Research Paper and Presentation


Research Paper: 
You will produce a research report on your assigned stratigraphic unit.  This will require your field observations and interpretations as well as published references.  Each project should include: 
· 5-8 pages
· Single spaced
· Times New Roman, 12-point font
· 1 inch margins
· Proper use of subheadings
· Proper citations, using APA style
· Your original field descriptions from your location, including rock types, sedimentary structures, etc.
· Your original interpretations of depositional environments, etc.
· Comparison of your interpretations with published descriptions
· At least 5 references from the primary literature – not Wikipedia!

Oral Presentation: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]You will give a 15-minute presentation to the class, summarizing your stratigraphic unit on a field trip at the end of the semester.  You will be graded on the quality of your presentation as well as your knowledge of your unit.

Important Dates:
April 21st: Research papers due
April 22nd: Class Presentations 
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