Geology Department Field Trip Policy 2003-04
The Geology Department expects all students to conduct themselves on field trips with maturity and respect for others and to behave in a manner that will allow us to be welcome at field trip and lodging sites in subsequent years.  Failure to do so jeopardizes field trips for future students. In addition to this general expectation, the Geology Department has established specific policies on a number of issues that have been particular problems in the past:

1)
Safety is paramount. A student who willfully endangers the safety and welfare of him/herself or another will be required to leave the field trip and return home at the student’s own expense. 
2)
All field trips in the Geology Department are “dry” and drug-free. This means that students who go on field trips agree not to consume alcoholic beverages of any kind or to use illegal substances for the duration of the field trip, including during the evenings. Rare exceptions to this rule may be made by the field trip leader in the matter of alcohol consumption at meal time, but only if all members of the group are of legal drinking age. At the discretion of the field trip leader, a student or students violating this rule will be required to leave the field trip and return home at the student’s own expense. Rationale: in most places, only a few students on any given field trip are of legal drinking age. Students consuming alcohol on a field trip put the field trip leaders at great personal risk for legal action should an incident arise as a result of under-age or excessive drinking. In addition, virtually all complaints we have had in the past about field trip groups from Hamilton College have stemmed directly from inconsiderate or irresponsible behavior after students had been drinking. And last, students unfamiliar with the effects of drinking at higher altitudes can put themselves in grave physical danger during the field mapping course.

3)
All students who operate vans for field trip activities must be recognized by the college as qualified drivers. Qualification to operate vans for college-sanctioned events does not, however, give any individual the right to drive a van. The field trip leader will use his/her discretion in deciding which qualified students will drive the vans. Rationale: only drivers qualified by the Physical Plant and Irene Brogan are covered by College insurance. We will not allow students to put themselves or other students at risk by driving without qualification.

4)
The field trip leader will hold all van keys during off hours, and students will not normally be permitted to drive the vans if not accompanied by the field trip leader. Rationale: students have abused this privilege in the past and have taken unauthorized trips into town to purchase alcohol and so forth.

5)
Students will not be permitted to sleep in the vans during the night, nor will students be allowed to prepare food or eat meals in the vans. Rationale: our experience has shown that, when students sleep in the vans, the vans become unbearably smelly, condensation develops on the insides of the vans, and students typically take poor care of items that other people leave in the vans. Students who have in the past prepared or eaten meals in the vans have commonly spilled food in the vans and on other people’s things.

6)
Students will not be permitted to smoke or “dip” in the vans, inside tents, or when they are with the group. Students wishing to smoke or “dip” must do so away from other people in the group. Rationale: this policy is based upon consideration for others in the group (many of whom find both cigarette smoke and the spitting that comes with “dipping” offensive), or the mess that results from spit cups and from cigarette butts and ash, and on avoiding the fire hazard of smoking inside a tent.

7)
Field trip participants will take part in activities of the field trip group or one of the field trip subgroups at all times. Permission for exceptions to this rule must be obtained from the field trip leaders. Rationale: Field trip leaders need to know where participants are at all times both for logistical and safety reasons. In rare instances when field trip leaders give permission for other activities, participants must be in groups of two or more. Participants will normally not be given permission to go off by themselves. 
8)
Field trip leaders will make the final decision on whether any proposed activity is appropriate or not, and participants will abide by that decision. Rationale: Because we are traveling as a group, the needs of the group outweigh the desires of individuals. Leaders will take into account safety factors as well as interests and abilities of those in the group in making the decision.

9)
When students return from a field trip, each person will be responsible for helping to clean the equipment and return it to its proper spot in the storeroom. Rationale: Students who have participated in a field trip have a responsibility to return equipment that they have used to its proper storage place and in good, clean condition. This is not the sole responsibility of the faculty and departmental technician.

I have read the Geology Department Field Trip Policy and agree to abide by the rules outlined therein.

Printed Name:_____________________________________     Class Year:____________

Signature:_________________________________________     Date:_________________

