Write-ups for field labs
Your field labs should be written up as if they were the middle section of a technical report.  They should include at least three parts:  "Structural Data", "Interpretation", and "Further Work".   For this class, you won't need to write introduction or conclusion sections.

The "Structural Data" section should consist of descriptions of the structures you saw in lab.  Your descriptions should enable the reader to visualize the shapes and orientations of the structures as precisely as possible in as few words as possible.  You will find the descriptive terminology defined in your textbook useful.  You will also find it helpful to refer to figures, including your stereonets, sketches you made at the outcrop, and maps or cross-sections you made for the lab.

The "Interpretation" section is where you answer questions like "how did these structures form?”  The types of interpretation that are possible will depend on the particular lab.  I expect you at least to answer the questions in your lab handout in your interpretation section.  If other questions that interest you arise during the lab, feel free to answer them as well.  You should cite written sources (including your textbooks) if you use them.  (Unless you figured out your entire interpretation for yourself, you should cite a reference.  If you figured it all out yourself, you need to explain your reasoning in gory detail.)

The "Further Work" section could also be entitled "Things I wish I had looked at or done in the field but didn't."  The process of describing and interpreting structures often raises questions that require observations you didn't happen to make.  Recognizing what you should have done last time you were in the field is the key to improvement as a field geologist.  It is also a way to improve what might have been a poor grade based only on your observations and interpretations.

Grading criteria:

•
correct plotting of data on stereonets

•
clear, accurate descriptions of structures

•
well-argued interpretations that are consistent with your observations

•
recognition of observations that could have made the work better (improve grade only)

Labs should also contain an "Acknowledgments" section if you learned anything from talking to anyone (which I expect everyone to have done, at least in the field).

