Structural Geology ‘Research’ Conference
Julie B. Willis, Department of Geology, BYUI

Overview: 
In this assignment you will experience the adventure of reading and discussing a peer-reviewed journal article and of attending a session at a ‘professional’ meeting. In the conference you will see how structure is being applied across diverse fields in geology and geophysics and you will get practice asking pertinent questions about someone’s research other than your own.
Outcomes:
In this assignment you will:
1. Read and discuss a structural geology peer-reviewed journal article.
2. Prepare a presentation that demonstrates your understanding of a current research topic in structural geology.
3. View several diverse areas within geology and geophysics that use structural geology in research.
4. Ask questions relevant to a research presentation.
Assignment:
1. Read and Discuss a Journal Article:
Primary Paper:  In the Journal ‘Geology,’ find a recent paper of interest to you that applies or otherwise relates to structural geology. The paper should be published within the last 2 years. 
Submit the name of the paper and a link or a pdf of it to me for approval.
Once approved, read the article. 
From the list of references cited in your primary paper, find and read at least one supporting paper that may help you better understand or see applications of your primary paper. 
At least one week prior to the ‘research’ conference, make an appointment to discuss the paper with me and the TA. Come prepared with questions and an ability to summarize what you have learned from both your primary and supporting papers. 
2. Participate in Class ‘Research’ Conference
Present: Prepare a 10 – 12 minute presentation about the research reported on in your article.  (You can use PowerPoint or Prezi.) Present at our class ‘research’ conference. Your presentation should:
· Explain why you chose the article, the purpose and importance of the study, unfamiliar terms, methods used, results, interpretations and conclusions.  
· Use the diagrams and figures that are in your primary paper.  You can annotate them, but don’t start from scratch.
· State questions that remain to be answered or future work that could be done. These can be your ideas or from the article.
Attend and Question:  Attend the class ‘research’ conference and focus on every presentation – try to understand what each presenter is talking about, why that research is important, and how it might apply to your own research. Write down at least one question or comment for each presentation. The questions/comments should be relevant and respectful; you can ask for clarification, you can ask questions about a figure, a research method, the data, an interpretation, the importance, the conclusions or plans for future work; you can ask “have you thought about” questions and/or; you can comment on new insights, etc.
 
Grading:
You will be graded both on your presentation and on your participation in the conference. 
Presentation Rubric:
	
	Possible Pts.
	Earned Pts.
	Comments

	Did you discuss the article with the professor or TA in a professional manner?
	0-15
	
	

	Is the presentation college-level?
(interesting, not too much text, is there a clear focus, is the topic introduced and concluded)
	0-15 

	
	

	How well do you explain the topic, relevant background information, terms, methods, interpretations, conclusions, future work?
	0-15

	
	

	How well are figures used and explained?
	0-10
	
	

	Are you confident and well-rehearsed; do you use slides as a prompt (good) or a crutch (bad)?
	0-10
	
	

	Did you stay within the time limits?
	0-5
	
	

	How well did you handle questions?
	0-5
	
	

	Total
	0-60
	
	



Questions Rubric:
You will be graded on the quality of your questions and their potential for helping others learn. Your question(s) for each presentation will be scored from 0-1.
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