HUNT SCHOOL RAINWATER HARVESTING PROJECT

The Goals of the Project were:

1) To transfer garden and field water usage from a paid resource to a free resource

2) To create a practical application for the students of Hunt School for the science of rainwater harvesting and reinforce traditional science and math lessons with a practical application. 

3) To provide an opportunity for Hunt students to educate the community about future water demands and one way to address those demands.

What began as an idea for a demonstration project for rainwater harvesting at the Hunt School grew into a full-scale, 20,000-gallon system that provides water for the Discovery Garden and anticipated expansion to the athletic practice field.  Prior to the project, the water for the Discovery Garden and athletic field came from an underground well and was purchased from a third party.  

For years, the Hunt Garden Club has worked with Hunt School fourth- and fifth-graders in the Discovery Garden, setting up a curriculum, and studying ecosystems and the value of gardening, and providing a community garden in the summer. The rainwater harvesting project was a natural extension of that effort.

With guidance from community members, the class developed the system, which uses the gymnasium roof as the water collector, minimizing the run off feeding into an open ditch.   Rainwater travels through underground pipes to a 20,000-gallon storage tank that was full with the October 2009 rains.  Since the system was donated to the Hunt school, the team wanted it to be as maintenance free as possible.  The entire feed into the catchment tank is gravity fed (no need for a pump or electricity) using the principle “water seeks its own level”. 

One of the unique things about the project was that it was incorporated into the curriculum, with 5th grade teacher Kate Caraway, science teacher Ken Davis, and community members working on the lessons.   This is not the first school or school district to have rainwater harvesting, but the real story is that it was driven by the students. They were presented with options, and they came up with their own ideas.  There were four classes conducted by a community member, where students learned what rainwater harvesting is, measured the site,  determined how much rainwater would be harvested, came up with the plan, discussed parts and materials, determined the system’s cost and  looked at the bid process and  funding.

The project was done at no cost to the district.  Funding came from the Hunt Garden Club, corporations, a foundation grant and many individual donations.  The project also received in-kind donations from local companies. 

It’s unbelievable the enthusiasm the teachers and students had for this project, and the time and energy they put into it.  The project will be used as an ongoing educational program for future classes. (The Fall 2009 class has already had the lesson on rainwater harvesting.)  To also reinforce the educational aspects of rainwater harvesting, the Hunt School held a ribbon cutting ceremony on November 3, 2009 and invited the entire community.

One student said: “You know we do things in school all the time, but this is really for real.”  Seeing a practical application to textbook learning and using problem solving on real life issues was exciting for the students; and, the team believes, is the best way to educate our future leaders. 
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