Instructor’s Notes

Turbidite vs Debris Flow: A Class Debate on Deep Water Depositional Systems
- The debate format will depend on the amount of time available (the entire class period), the number of students (blank lines with numbers on the actual assignment are for students’ names), and the topic being debated.

- Allow enough class time at least a week before the debate to assign the work (by pulling student’s names from a hat), introduce the topic, and review the debate format (see the actual assignment).  The team assignments could be decided on at this time or right before the actual debate.

- Make sure the students understand what is expected from them and how each part of the assignment (preparation, the actual debate, follow-up summary) will be evaluated (as part of course participation grade or as a written assignment).

- Before the debate make sure that everyone is prepared, i.e. has some notes.  Copies of the notes could be collected and graded.

- During the debate use a stop-watch to keep track of time.  Take notes of student participation: record the names and note the quality of comments being made.  As a moderator, encourage the quiet students to speak.  Do not hesitate to say: “How about the team members we have not yet heard from?”; or even: “What else would you like to add, (name)?”

- Allow enough time following the debate (immediately afterwards or at the next class period) to make comments or help students summarize the main information (sometimes the students they get into great details and the big picture may not be very clear).

- Debate preparation and participation in the debate may be graded as part of course preparation, and the summary paper can be graded as a written assignment.

