STRAT./SED. LAB #8: CHEMICAL SEDIMENTS              



3/13/06

GOAL:

The purpose of this lab was to give you experience setting up an experiment, watching crystals grow, and making interpretations about chemical sediments.

ASSIGNMENT:

For this lab, you are to design a small, informal research project focused on growing evaporites.  Work on your own.  Ask Kathy for any materials you may need.

PART 1: Getting started (answer these questions before the end of lab today).  Ask Kathy for any materials or equipment you may need.


1) What is your problem?  Define the question(s) you are attempting to answer. 


2) What is your research plan?  Describe, in detail, the procedure you used.

PART 2: Finishing up (answer these questions after you have results):

3) What are your results?  Objectively describe the detailed results of your experiment. (note: The key term here is “objectively”.  Please do NOT give any interpretations yet!)


4) What are your interpretations?  Discuss what your results tell you.  Did your results answer 

your question(s)? If so, how? If not, describe why and any potential problems.  Does this experiment help us to understand how halite and/or gypsum precipitate in nature?  (note: This section is the place you can be subjective and describe opinions you may have.)


5) What are your suggestions for the future?  If you were to do this experiment again, what 

would you do to run your experiment better or to find out more information?  Would you ask any 
further questions?




NOTES: 

1) Obviously, you will need more space than this page allows for recording your answers.  Please write your answers on separate pages (composed in complete sentence and paragraph form).  Turn in any additional materials you may have, such as notes or tables on which you recorded observations.

2) Depending upon the specific characteristics of your research project, you may have results in only 2 days or in a month.  Turn this into Kathy whenever you have finished, but BEFORE the last day of classes for the semester. 

