Experimental trace fossils for Paleo (and maybe Seds) Clint Cowan, Carleton College Geology
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Prompts, goals, and other comments notes ’ : . @
| set up the exercise by asking teams to make basic | L N N FE | @
observations and sketch critical features. Then U e ; g = B fishing line
. . S Ty T e . Lo s o . (longer than is shown
they make interpretations. What sorts of behav- N i et s big knot or here- see image below) ﬁ .
jors are indicated? walking, crawling, feeding... o \\\/// i j};ww cardboard A A through
What are the mechanics involved (peristaltic \E //// o et Tl @
. . . . A o fedy.
motion? gait?) Can they infer anything about the e e e T e 0z a)e e R
. e . AL make sure knot or bit of cardboar
anatomy of the creature? Variations: this can be N | does not change silhouetre
o o . or lure
expandEd by IﬂClUdIﬂg changlng the substrate \2 ”i‘yﬁj’“ﬂjm“f%;?diﬁ;%w oull snug From: Lobza, V. and Schieber, J., 1999, Biogenic sedimntary structures produced by worms in
consistency (damp sand hairsprayed (biofilm) \ | - s bk 11 d@ow%}ﬂ : ‘ soupy, soft muds: observations from the Chattanooga Shale (Upper Devonian) and Experiments.
: ' . A ek g e et b JSR, v. 69, pp 1041-1049
etc.), and casting of the sand to get negative - - IS )
(tricky to do). So far great success ! S




