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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PALEONTOLOGY        GEOLOGY (GLY) 3250-Writing Enriched
FALL 2013                  TR 9:30-10:45       3 cr

Instructor: Dr. Martin B. Farley









Office: 213 Old Main

Email: martin.farley@uncp.edu









Phone: 521-6478

Office hours: MWF 10-11; M 3:30-4:30 pm; TR 10:45-11:30; or by appt.
TEXTBOOK:  Fossils: The History of Life by Richard Fortey, 2nd ed, 2009.

	TOPICS
	BOOK CHAPTER

	Introduction; Fossils, Species, and Systematics
	1, 4

	Arthropods
	4: 105-115

	Brachiopods, Bryozoans
	4: 75-79

	Corals
	4: 70-73

	Echinoderms
	4: 95-103

	Mollusks
	4: 79-95

	Protists, etc.
	4: 62, 163-168

	Land Plants
	4: 133-141

	Evolution, Extinction, and Patterns of Life
	7

	Paleoecology (includes Functional Morphology)
	2,3,5

	Biostratigraphy
	10

	Trace Fossils
	1: 23


EXAM DATE

Final, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 8:00 am.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Paleontology is the study of past life.  This includes both the organisms themselves and a variety of problems that study of the organisms can solve.  During this semester, we will consider the more common fossil groups and survey some of the problems that can be solved using fossils.  The course will combine informal lecture and lab segments, and we will also arrange field trips to see fossils in their semi-native habitat.  This is a Writing Enriched course, so there will be a variety of writing assignments. The major one is discussed below.

The course runs from August 15-Dec. 6 with an order of topics as shown above.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  By the end of the course, you should be able to demonstrate:

Knowledge and comprehension of important concepts, principles and facts of paleontology.  

Ability to apply principles to new problems; to analyze information (determine essential features and their relations); and to synthesize information (combine information from different areas).

Learn informal and formal writing approaches for the natural sciences.

In a 3 credit course such as this one, for every hour in class we expect you will need two hours outside class.

GRADING:  My interpretation of the letter grades is as follows:  A - excellent performance; B - above average performance; C - average performance; D - below average but passing performance; F - performance that is too far below average to be considered passing.

The numerical grading scale for tests is as follows: A  > 90 %; B = 80-88.9 %; C = 70-79.9 %; D = 60-69.9 %.  I reserve the right to adjust scores if necessary.

Grade Composition
20 %


Final Exam

30 %


Quizzes

30 %


Lab Exercises and Informal Writing

20 %


Paper

QUIZZES AND EXAMS: There will be a quiz about every two weeks covering that interval’s material.  These quizzes are non-cumulative. The final exam will be comprehensive.  These assessments will be mostly short answer questions; the final may have essay questions.

Make-ups are to be avoided.  You must at least notify me BEFORE the next class meeting.  It is to your advantage to take the test with the rest of the class.  Any make-up tests will be given at the same time as the final examination.  If you miss a test without notifying me promptly, your grade for that test will be zero (0).

WRITING:


We will examine representative fossils for each group.  As part of your examination, you will draw fossils to capture their characteristics and write an informal paragraph summarizing the key aspects of your observations.  You will also write brief reports on the results of lab exercises on the use of fossils to solve scientific problems. 



An 8-10 page paper on an aspect of paleontology comprises 20% of the grade.  Further information will be given in class, but the paper’s subject should be some aspect of paleontology of interest to the student that is not covered fully in class. I will give some possible subjects at the end of this document. You will have to select the subject early in the semester, research information from formal sources (e.g., no Wikipedia), produce an outline to hand in for review, a draft for review, and then revise the draft for the final paper.

FIELD TRIPS: Ideally, there will be at least one field trip to see fossils in their semi-native habitat in southeastern North Carolina. These field trips cannot occur during the regular class time, so we will have to schedule them on a Saturday.

ATTENDANCE POLICY: Paleontology covers an enormous breadth of information; attendance will be critical for you to know which the instructor thinks important.

HONOR CODE:  UNC Pembroke operates under an Academic Honor Code.  The Honor Code text is included in the Catalog and the Student Handbook.  Violations of the Honor Code include:  cheating, plagiarism, fabrication and falsification of information, abuse of academic materials, and complicity in academic dishonesty.  Any work done in conjunction with this course should comply with the provisions of the Honor Code.  

If you are having any problems with this course, please talk to me.  While I cannot guarantee that I will be able to resolve your problems, I will try to help. 

This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Disability Support Services,  DF Lowry building, 521-6695. 
