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UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY & PLANNING


GEOG 235.3 PROCESS GEOMORPHOLOGY


2013 Fall Session 


Instructor: Alec Aitken, Department of Geography & Planning

Office: KIRK HALL 117 Phone: 966-5672

E-mail: alec.aitken@usask.ca
Office Hours: by appointment

The course instructors will strive to get to know you as best they can.  Dr. Aitken will be available after class to answer questions or address concerns. If you cannot drop by the office, please make an appointment to see me (to ensure I have time available to help you).  I will also attempt to respond to any email received within two business days.

Required Textbook: A.S. Trenhaile, 2013. Geomorphology: A Canadian Perspective. 5th Edition. 

Oxford University Press. 575 p. 
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GEOMORPHOLOGY.

A CANADIAN PERSPECTIVE





Lectures will be supplemented with videotape presentations on selected topics. A structured study guide or activities that facilitate note taking and review of the materials will accompany each of these video presentations. Compulsory laboratory exercises will involve field trips in September as well as topographic map interpretation and problem-solving exercises. 

Additional Learning Resources:
P.F. Karrow and O.L. White. Editors. 1998. Urban Geology of Canadian Cities. Geological Association of Canada, St. John’s, NF, 500 p. QE185.G35 No.42 

(On reserve in the Natural Sciences Library)

Please use the following resource as a guide to prepare written assignments for this course:

M. Northey, D.B. Knight and D. Draper. 2009. Making Sense. A Student’s Guide to Research and Writing. 4th Edition. Geography and Environmental Sciences. Oxford University Press, Don Mills, ON, 316 p. (On reserve in the Natural Sciences Library)

Learning Objectives: By the end of this course, you will be able to: 

1. Explain the historical development of the discipline of geomorphology.

2. Describe the physical characteristics and spatial distribution of the physiographic elements    (i.e. large-scale landforms) associated with continental landmasses and ocean basins.

3. Explain the dynamics of the physical, chemical and biological processes that influence landform and landscape development in Canada.

4. Analyse the morphology, composition and distribution of landforms in Canadian landscapes through map interpretation exercises, field observations, and problem-solving.

TENTATIVE LECTURE SCHEDULE
Topic 1 Introduction to the Course 

Topic 2 Chpt. 2 The Driving and Resisting Forces 

Topic 3 Chpt. 3 Canada: The Physical Background 

Topic 4 Chpt. 4 Weathering and Soils; Chpt. 15 Karst (selected readings)  

Topic 5 Chpt. 5 Slope Form and Processes 

Topic 6 Chpt. 10 Fluvial Processes 

Topic 7 Chpt. 11 Fluvial Landforms 

Topic 8 Chpt. 6 Glaciers 

Topic 9 Chpt. 7 Glacial Sediments and Landforms 

Topic 10 Chpt. 12 Aeolian Processes and Landforms 

Topic 11 Chpt. 13 Coastal Processes 

Topic 12 Chpt. 14 Coastal Landforms 

Due to the copyright regulations adopted by the University in August, 2011, I am unable to post lecture slides with images from the textbook on Blackboard®.  To assist you, I have indicated in the slide sets where the important figures and photographs from the textbook coincide with lecture materials.  Please note that all of the figures and photographs from the textbook are important sources of information for exams, assignments, and laboratory exercises.

Laboratory Exercises: 

This is a laboratory-based science course. Laboratory exercises will consist of a variety of activities including field work, topographic map interpretation, and problem-solving exercises. There is an additional fee of $20, payable by cash only, to offset the costs of bus transportation to field sites.
You must sign and return an Informed Consent permission waiver (posted on Blackboard) to participate in the compulsory field trips on September 12, 19, and 26 prior to our departure.
The laboratory exercises may involve a substantial amount of computation: students are encouraged to purchase a calculator that is capable of performing trigonometric and exponential functions or to become familiar with the Microsoft Excel software program available on all campus computers. All assignments should be delivered to the course mailbox located in the foyer of Kirk Hall on the dates assigned by the course instructors.

The Teaching Assistant for the course is Ms. Li Shen. 
Students are advised that successful completion of the laboratory component (i.e. full attendance on field trips, completion of all exercises, and a mark of at least 50% on the laboratory portion of the course) is required to be eligible to receive a passing grade in this course. Students who fail to meet this standard will receive a grade of INF (Incomplete Failure) and a numeric grade less than or equal to 49%. 

Examinations:

A common exam format is followed for the midterm and final exams: multiple-choice questions, map/figure interpretation, short answer questions, essay questions, and calculations. All materials derived from the lectures, videotape presentations, field trips, and laboratory exercises will be examined on midterm and final examinations. Students must write the midterm and final exam papers to be eligible to receive a passing grade in this course. Students who fail to meet this standard will receive a grade of INF (Incomplete Failure) and a numeric grade less than or equal to 49%. 

Course Grading:          

Midterm Exam            25% 

Laboratory Exercises  5 exercises for 25% + full attendance on 3 field trips                                 
Field Report                10%

Final Exam                  40%       

Grades are assigned in accordance with the rubric for Final Grades available at:     http://students.usask.ca/current/academics/grades/grading-system.php.

Course Policies

Missed Assignments and Examinations:

The instructors for this course are sensitive to situations beyond student’s control that affect their ability to complete assigned work in a timely fashion. Circumstances arise that may require your absence from class, examinations and field trips, or the late submission of assigned work. Please inform your course instructors of planned absences in advance so that alternate arrangements can be made to complete the assigned work. In the case of illness or other personal situations, please inform the course instructors of your circumstances within 72 hours of your first absence from class. Permission to defer the submission of assignments must be obtained from Dr. Aitken or the course Teaching Assistant (in the case of lab exercises). Requests for extensions exceeding one week beyond the due date for submission will require a written explanation: all other requests will be dealt with informally by the teaching staff. 

The professor or teaching assistant cannot grant a deferral for the final exam.  University policy 
stipulates that you have to contact your college office and apply to write a deferred exam providing all necessary documentation to that office. Please contact your college within three       days of the missed exam. Please note that applying for a deferred exam does not guarantee that you will be approved. There is a fee associated with this service.
Students with Disabilities

The course instructor is available to discuss academic accommodations that may be required for some students.  If possible, please make your requests for academic accommodations early in the semester, so that arrangements can be made promptly.  Register with Disability Services for Students (DSS; http://students.usask.ca/current/disability/; 966-7273; dss@usask.ca) to verify your eligibility for accommodations, if you have not already done so.
Academic Integrity:

Your course instructors encourage collaborative learning in preparing course materials for laboratory assignments and examinations.  However, students are advised that the work they submit for grading must be presented in their own words, and must acknowledge the ideas or contributions of others.  Some examples of academic dishonesty in the context of this course are:
· Failing to observe exam rules, providing false or misleading photo identification or using cheat notes during an exam.

· Altering answers on work submitted for grading or having someone else complete lab exercises or exams on your behalf.

· Plagiarizing by failing to present ideas in your own words or not citing ideas or the contributions of others.

Academic dishonesty is a serious offense within the College of Arts & Science. Students should be familiar with the material regarding Student Rights, Discipline and Appeals provided at this web site:
· http://www.usask.ca/university_secretary/honesty/index.php 
Appropriate Use of Electronic Devices in the Classroom:
Our classroom is a place for attentive and collaborative learning. Listening to each other is imperative and enables focused concentration. ‘Backgrounding’ – the practice of not giving someone your full attention while multitasking – inhibits effective learning and disrupts communication; unexpected beeps and lively ring tones distract all of us. Thus, while you are permitted to bring personal electronic devices (laptop computers, cell phones, iPhones, PDAs, sound recorders, etc.) to class, they must only be used to serve class needs (e.g. typing on a laptop for class notes or an in-class assignment, using an iPhone to record a lecture). If you appear to be ‘backgrounding’ the class you will be requested to stop what you are doing: refusal to do so will be followed by a request from the course instructors for the student to remove themselves from the classroom. Examples of ‘backgrounding’ the class in a punishable way include: answering and making a cell phone call; texting messages; checking or writing e-mail; surfing the web; wearing headphones; logging into MySpace, Facebook, your USask blog, or any other social network; reading an e-book or any printed material not related to the class content (e.g. magazine); and gaming.  Please set your cell phones to ‘silent’ mode before class begins. We reserve the right to ban electronic devices entirely if we feel that they are distracting you and your classmates from proper study.
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