FIELD TRIP TO THE PENN-DIXIE QUARRY
BIO 580 – DR. WHITENACK
SEPT 3, 2010

Things to bring: see your syllabus for the field trip list. Also bring $6 for quarry fees.

The goal of this field trip is to collect specimens for subsequent labs, and also to give you an opportunity to experience paleontological field work, rain or shine. We will spend the first part of this trip collecting samples to be analyzed in the lab. The remainder of the time at the quarry can be spent collecting for yourselves. 

Bulk Collection
Each group of students will be assigned to a different part of the quarry, though each group will collect the same amount of material. Each group will pick 3 different locations from one region of the quarry. You will confer with the quarry workers and Dr. W.  to pick the appropriate places in the quarry, and you should record any pertinent information (rock formation, etc.).  In your lab notebook, draw a quick sketch of the quarry and label where your locations (1,2,3) are at.  You should be able to find where your locations were on your map if you were to come back on another day, so be sure to include landmarks such as the paths and picnic shelter.

 At each location, fill one quart-sized bag and one gallon-sized bag with material. Do not handpick specimens – just scoop and put whatever ends up in the trowel into the bag. Label these bags with the word “BULK”, which location (1, 2, 3) and your group name, and deposit them into your buckets. In addition, for each location, you should write some notes about what the rocks were like – color, how much weathering, etc. 

Targeted Collection
Pick one of the locations that you used above and spend 30 minutes (no more, no less) picking up fossils. It doesn’t matter if they’re loose or in rock. You should be handpicking fossils, not doing the bulk collecting. Put these fossils in a bag labeled “TARGETED”, with the location (1, 2, or 3), and your group name, and then deposit them in your bucket.

Collecting for Fun
You can now go anywhere in the quarry to collect whatever you want for fun. There is no limit to how little or how much you can take.

