A. Describe the relationship of this field trip to the curriculum.

The first semester of Geology focuses on earth materials, including rocks and minerals. Students will have just finished studying the three major rock types, igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic, and minerals. The first half of the field trip serves as a culminating activity for the work students have done in class to this point. Students, in their base groups, will be researching and presenting an entire analysis and history of various building stones used in the facades of landmark buildings along Michigan Avenue between Water Tower Place, at the north, and the Art Institute of Chicago, at the south. Prior to the field trip, students will spend two days in class researching the building they chose from a list of buildings and creating a PowerPoint presentation complete with geologic details of the natural building materials used in its construction and a brief history of the building’s architecture and uses. The PowerPoint presentation will be shown in class prior to the field trip. The class will also view a video entitled, “Michigan Avenue: from the museums to the Magnificent Mile,” which adds an interdisciplinary spin to the research students are doing. The video, made by the Chicago Architectural Society, offers students an interesting history of Michigan Avenue and its landmark buildings. (Something every Chicago area resident should see!) On the morning of the field trip, the bus will drop us off at Water Tower Place. The first base group will give their oral presentation about Water Tower Place. We will then walk south on Michigan Avenue, stopping at the various buildings along our way to the Art Institute to hear the other base groups’ oral presentations.
The second half of the field trip focuses on landscape analysis at the Art Institute. Students will tour the museum to visit several specific pieces of artwork. For example, students will look at Ansel Adam’s photo work of Yosemite, a Ming Dynasty painting of karst topography, 17th century French landscapes, Frederic Remington landscapes, Georgia O’Keefe landscapes, Van Gough and Gauguin southern France stream scenes, 19th century paintings of an Ecuadorian volcano named Cotopaxi, Monet landscapes, and others. Some of the pieces will involve a review of previously studied concepts, while others are a preview of second semester topics related to surface processes. 
B. Provisions for students not going on the field trip.
A web-based assignment will be required for students for the Art Institute portion of the field trip. Many of the pieces may be viewed on-line.

Students not attending the field trip will also have to complete a building materials trip and class presentation to a local shopping mall. They will be required to take pictures of the building stone and report back to the class. 
