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Since the 1930’s, The Yellowstone Bighorn Research Association (YBRA) has served as a center for geological research and teaching in Red Lodge, Montana.  The diversity of well-exposed geology in the Red Lodge area is almost unparalleled.  It was this geological diversity that initially drew a group of easterners out west for form YBRA.  The camp is an outgrowth of the Red Lodge Project that was started by Taylor Thom of Princeton University in 1930.  From 1930 to 1935, Thom’s Red Lodge Project was based out of various rented quarters near Red Lodge.  The summers of 1931-32 saw the Project a few miles of Rock Creek from the existing YBRA site at Piney Dell, in a camp that was owned by Dr. J.C. Fred Siedfriedt.  Roy Wadsworth joined the Project as a camp caretaker during the 1932 field season.  Siedfriedt’s camp soon proved to be too small for the increasing number of students, staff, and visitors at the Red Lodge Project.  This forced the Project to look for new quarters.  For the 1933-35 field seasons, the Red Lodge Project was based out of Camp Siena, a dude ranch of the West Fork of Rock Creek.
The current 120 acre YBRA property was purchased by the Princeton Geological Association for the Red Lodge Project in the fall of 1934.  Under the supervision of Roy Wadsworth, construction of the camp began during the summer of 1935.  By the time camp opened in the summer of 1936, Wadsworth and crew had completed a bridge over Rock Creek, a road that climbed the one mile long, 1,000 vertical foot ascent from Rock Creek to YBRA, a water supply, the camp lodge, a shower house, and 14 cabins.  What a year that must have been!  A hard worker and a true friend, Wadsworth remained with the YBRA until his retirement in the 1960’s.  YBRA was formed in 1936 to run the new Red Lodge camp, which it initially leased from the Princeton Geological Association.  In 1941, the camp was purchased by YBRA from the Princeton Geological Association.  Since 1936, the camp has grown slowly, so that today in addition to the lodge, it has 25 cabins (some even with showers/baths), two study halls, and a research library.

From its inception, YBRA has served as a host for geological research in the Beartooth region.  The legions of researchers who have passed through YBRA since its founding (often, at least initially while doing their doctoral research) is too long to recite here.  However, the names of a few of these leaders of Rocky Mountain geology can be found as the names of camp buildings.  Though large, the number of YBRA researchers is dwarfed by the number of geology students who got their initiation to field geology at YBRA.  Starting with the first summers of the Red Lodge Project, undergraduate training in field geology has been an integral part of YBRA.  Princeton University ran the first field camps at YBRA, and continued to do so through the 1980’s.  Today, geology field camps from The University of Pennsylvania, Southern Illinois University and Penn State are based at YBRA.  Approximately 100 students from a wide range of colleges and universities attend one of these three field camps each summer.
Since the founding of YBRA in 1936, geology has become an increasingly quantitative science.  Although the laboratory has become increasingly important, basic field observations and interpretations are still the foundation of most geological studies.  The Red Lodge region in general and YBRA in particular remain an excellent place to be introduced to geological field work.

YBRA is available to a range of geological activities.  For more information, please contact Peter Crowley (413-542-2715; pdcrowley@amherst.edu) and visit our website at www.ybra.org. 
