
Paleontology Course Design and Content

Goals: For the purpose of this discussion, the conveners have chosen the following sets of course goals that emerged in the discussion last night:

Goal set #1: 

· Students will be able to interpret the mode of life of fossil organisms.

· Students will be able to use fossils and the characteristics of sedimentary rocks to interpret a depositional environment and assess how the environment changed through time.

Goal set #2:

· Students will be able to determine the evolutionary relationships among a set of organisms.

· Students will be able to estimate the approximate age of a sequence of rocks from the assemblage of fossils present, determine rates, and evaluate processes.

Goal set 33:

· Students will be able to evaluate organisms’ responses to past climate change

· Students will be able to evaluate the adequacy of the fossil record for tackling a particular question.

Task: Your table has been assigned a course framework (along the continuum from taxonomic/systematic to conceptual) and a set of goals. You will discuss the following questions and prepare an informal poster to share your ideas with the rest of the participants. The poster format appears below. Remember that this is not a debate about whether your assigned approach is the “right” one or not!! And remember that these are likely not the only goals that someone might have for a particular course.
· In terms of achieving the stated goals, what are the advantages and disadvantages of designing the course with the framework and goals that you’ve been assigned to consider?

· What are your best ideas for activities/assignments that will help students make progress toward the goals? We’re looking for ideas for activities, assignments, etc., not a course syllabus.

Discussion format
1:40-1:50  Individual thinking/writing

1:50-2:00  Round robin “reports”  at individual tables, without discussion

2:00-2:30  Group discussion at individual tables

2:30-2:40  Informal poster preparation

2:40-3:00  Poster gallery
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