Bellarmine University Course Syllabus 2008-2009

IDC 101G  Evolution and Creationism

Spring Semester, 2009

Dr. Kate Bulinski

Class Meeting Time: Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:00-3:15

Class Location: 110 Horrigan Hall

Office Hours:  Tuesday 10:00-11:00, Tues 3:00-4:00  Drop In, and by Appointment

Office Phone: 502-473-3972
kbulinski@bellarmine.edu
Disclaimer:  This syllabus outlines the curriculum devised by Dr. Bulinski and expectations for academic performance by the students enrolled.  Dr. Bulinski has the right to change the expectations outlined on this syllabus as the semester progresses in order to enhance and control the learning experience.

Course Description
The Freshman Seminar is designed to engage students, at the very start of their university careers, in serious academic inquiry with an interdisciplinary focus. Within the content framework of investigating a significant topic or issue, the primary focus of Freshman Seminar courses is to help students begin to achieve a set of skills/abilities required for success at the university level and beyond. The topics of Freshman Seminar are set by the individual instructors and reflect a wide range of interdisciplinary concerns. Students are required to practice both critical and creative approaches to the individual seminar topic and to develop essential university-level abilities in oral and written communication. Every semester.

Content-specific Course Description
Creation stories are a central tenant to many of the world’s religious traditions and help us to understand our place in the universe.  At the same time, scientific evidence demonstrates how earth and the creatures living on it have evolved though the gradual processes of natural selection and genetic drift, punctuated with catastrophic mass extinctions and large-scale diversifications.  This course would serve to explore both worldviews framed in either faith or science, and how these two paradigms can coexist, if at all.  Students will complete readings on both topics and come to class ready to discuss and debate these ideas in a seminar-style setting.  Students will compose several opinion papers and one formal research paper.  The course will also include one mandatory all-day field trip on a Saturday where the class will view the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History and Science and the Creation Museum in Petersburg, KY.   

Course Objectives, Learning Outcomes, IDC Goals and Assessment Strategies  
	Bellarmine General Education Objective
	How this objective will be demonstrated

	1) University-Level Writing Skills: This is an IDC Program Objective and also reflects the General Education Communications Outcome.

Students Will: 

a.  Practice separating emotional responses                         from rational/critical responses;

b. Practice examining multiple sides of an argument or issue;

c. Practice formulating a thesis; and

d. Practice logically supporting a thesis in an      organized manner

e. Use proper email etiquette when communicating ideas, and asking questions with the professor and other students
	Students Will: 

a.  Write several small papers discussing, comparing and contrasting their own opinion with the viewpoint of others with respect to the topics of creationism and evolution

b. Complete assignments that deconstruct different arguments for or against a certain position
c. Generate a thesis statement with a justification for choosing that topic 
d. Write a research paper related to the theme of this class.  Each student will submit a thesis statement, outline, two rough drafts, a bibliography  with a minimum of 10 sources (half of which must be books or articles found off-line,) and a final draft.
e. Learn to write a proper, formal email appropriate for communicating information to peers, professors and in professional contexts

	2) University-Level Reading Skills: This is an IDC Program Objective and also reflects the General Education Communications Outcome

Students Will: 

a.Communicate to the instructor and peers the  content of assigned readings;

b.Practice identifying major points and supporting evidence and distinguishing between the two;

c.  Expand their vocabularies and become routine users of dictionaries.
	Students Will: 

a.Be assigned specific weeks to present and lead discussions based on assigned readings
b.Present outlines of key points and evidence for the positions described in each reading assignment
c.  Highlight, transcribe, and define  unknown words within each reading assignment

	3. Oral Presentations and Class Participation Skills: This reflects the IDC Program Oral Communications Skills and Seminar Skills Objectives as well as the General Education Critical Thinking and Communications Outcomes.

Students Will: 

a. Practice group problem-solving or brainstorming on short-term tasks;

b. Take turns at presenting the group’s opinions; and

c. Develop or improve their ability to ask substantive questions
	Students Will: 

a.  Participate in group discussions and debates of specific issues related to the daily topic of discussion
b. Lead discussions mediate debates regarding the topic of discussion 
c. Come to class prepared to ask at least one leading question to spawn discussion


	4. Information Literacy Skills:

This reflects the IDC Program Objectives

Students Will: 

a.  Learn/hone their skills in using Power Point to support their oral presentations

b. Complete the 4-module Plagiarism Tutorial and sign the pledge stating their understanding of it

c. Learn about online databases, assess their value, and use them in their research assignments


	Students Will: 

a.  Use Power Point to present their research papers and lead classroom discussion
b. Complete the Plagiarism Tutorial 
c. Use online databases and discern legitimate sources for use in their research papers


	5. Proficiency in Interdisciplinary Content.  This objective reflects goals in the BU catalogue 

Students Will: 
a. Make use of documentaries and on-line research to explore the diversity of different  cultures and traditions

b. Objectively explore and defend a viewpoint different than their own
c. Explore a range of possible solutions for resolution between conflicting viewpoints
	Students Will: 

a.  Explore ways in which film and literature express or challenge cultural values and raise social consciousness;

b. Write a research paper exploring and defending one aspect of the science and religion conflict that opposes their personal belief system
c. Discuss, debate and brainstorm possible resolutions for societal   problems caused by perceived conflict of science and religion


 Course Methodology

The format of this class includes bi-weekly discussion sessions where an assigned reading will be discussed at length.  The topic of this class can be controversial, and all students must be respectful of the belief systems of others.  If I notice disrespectful or offensive behavior occurring in class, I will mediate classroom discussions and interactions as appropriate.  

Two students will be chosen at random to lead each discussion period.  For each of these discussion sessions, all students are required to submit one question for prompting discussion, a list of unfamiliar words used within the reading assignment with their definitions, and be prepared to participate in group discussion.  Many readings for the class can be found in the Evolution vs. Creationism text, while others can be found posted on Blackboard.  Students are required to print off the assigned readings and bring those copies to class.

Some sessions will also involve me lecturing briefly on a particular science topic (10-15 minutes in length) that will enhance the classroom discussion.    Other class meetings may involve skill topics that are designed to develop writing, research and presentation strategies.

There will be a series of writing assignments related to the readings and topics presented in class.  There will also be one formal research paper that will be written in a series of steps  through the semester, beginning  with the development a thesis topic, composition of an outline, bibliography, rough draft,  and final paper (6-8 pages in length).  We will work throughout the semester to improve these papers through peer editing, using the ARC and the library, and the use of optional revision sessions with me.  For the final exam grade, each student will present a 10 minute formal power point presentation related to his/her research topic.  

On Saturday, March 14th, we will have a MANDATORY field trip to the Creation Museum and the Cincinnati Natural History Museum.  All students must rearrange work schedules around this field trip and arrive on campus on time the day that we depart for this trip to insure participation.  The cost of this field trip was built into the course fee.
I am more than happy to provide guidance with assignments, writing and presentation preparation and you may drop by my office at any time, especially during office hours or by appointment. Feel free to contact me by email with questions and concerns.
Required Textbooks: (Both available in the Bellarmine University Bookstore)  
· The Bellarmine University Edition of The Longman Writer’s Companion
· Evolution vs. Creationism (2005) Author: Eugenie C. Scott
Course Requirements and Policies:

· All due dates for assignments are FIRM.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  Plan ahead.

· If you know that you can not attend a class this must be brought to my attention BEFORE the class you are missing according to the attendence policy (see below)

· If you have more than four unexcused absences, your grade for the semester will be reduced by one letter grade IN ADDITION to the “zero” grades received for participation for those days. (see below)

· There will be one Saturday all-day field trip.  This is MANDATORY and you must adjust your work and school schedules around this date.    

· I will be using the blackboard  website for posting class materials and posting grades.  http://blackboard.bellarmine.edu/ 

· You are required to bring a printed copy of any reading materials posted to blackboard each class.

· Cell phones must be turned OFF before the start of class (not vibrate mode).  

· Use of cell phones for texting, making or receiving calls is NOT ALLOWED.  If you are found using your cell phone or texting grade for that day will be reduced by a letter grade, no exceptions.  

· Laptop use will not be permitted in class.

Grading Scale
Class Participation (Submitted Questions/vocabulary and discussion)

15% of Final Grade

Short Opinion Papers







20% of Final Grade

Thesis Statement







5%  of Final Grade

Outline









5% of Final Grade

Bibliography








5% of Final Grade

Rough Draft








10% of Final Grade

Final Paper








25% of Final Grade

Final Presentation







15% of Final Grade

97%-100%=A+

93%-96.99%=A

90%-92.99%=A-

87%-89.99%=B+

83%-86.99%=B

80%-82.99%=B-

75%-79.99%=C+ 

70%-74.99%=C 

 

60%-69.99%=D 

Anything below 60%=F

Schedule
	Date
	Discussion Topic
	Reading
	Monday Science Topic
	Wednesday Skill Topic

	M 1/5
	Introduction- Creationism & Evolution
	----
	----
	----

	W 1/7
	Creationism as Belief
	E vs C:  "Beliefs: Religion, Creationism and Naturalism" 
	----
	Writing Formal Emails

	M 1/12
	Science and Evolution
	E vs. C "Truth Without Certainty"
	The Age of the Earth
	----

	W 1/14
	Non-Christian Creationism
	Various Readings:  See Blackboard Folder
	----
	Using Power Point

	M 1/19
	 
	No Class- Martin Luther King Day
	 
	 

	W 1/21  
	History of Creationism
	E vs C: "Before Darwin to the Twentieth Century"
	----
	Using the Library

	M 1/26
	The Origin of Life
	Blackboard: "How Did it All Begin?"
	The Miller Experiment
	----

	W 1/28
	Biblical Origins and the Book of Genesis  
	Blackboard: Genesis 1-4: A Linguistic, Literary, and Theological Commentary
	----
	Writing-Thesis Statement

	M 2/2
	Evolution and Paleontology
	Blackboard: "The Age of things Found in the Earth" 
	The Fossil Record
	----

	W 2/4
	The Theology of Creationism
	 E vs. C "Religious Issues"
	----
	Writing an Outline

	M 2/9
	Darwin
	Excerpt from "The Origin of Species" -Charles Darwin
	Natural Selection
	----

	W 2/11
	Creationism from a Catholic Perspective
	Various Readings: See Blackboard Folder
	----
	Writing a Bibliography

	M 2/16
	Evidence for Macroevolution
	E vs. C "Evolution"
	Macroevolution
	----

	W 2/18               
	Young Earth Creationism
	Various Readings: See Blackboard Folder
	Flood Events
	----

	M 2/23
	Evidence for Microevolution
	E vs. C "Patterns and Processes of Biological Evolution" 
	Microevolution
	----

	W 2/25
	Old Earth Creationism
	Various Readings: See Blackboard Folder
	----
	----

	M 3/2
	 
	No Class- Spring Break
	 
	 

	W 3/4
	 
	No Class- Spring Break
	 
	 

	M 3/9
	Intelligent Design
	Blackboard: "The Once and Future Intelligent Design"
	----
	Tips for Science Writing

	W 3/11
	Expelled: Exposed Documentary

	Sat 3/14
	Saturday Museum Field Trip

	M 3/16
	Museum Wrap-Up/ Evolution in Pop Culture
	----
	----
	Tips for Public Speaking

	W 3/18
	Can Science and Creationism Coexist?
	Blackboard: "Religious Faith and the Geological Sciences"
	----
	----

	M 3/23
	NeoCreationism
	E vs. C "Neocreationism"
	----
	Peer Editing Session

	W 3/25
	PBS Evolution Documentary

	M 3/30
	Class Cancelled in lieu of Field Trip-  Optional Editing Session with Dr. Bulinski
	 

	W 4/1
	Class Cancelled in lieu of  Field Trip-  Optional Editing Session with Dr. Bulinski
	 

	M 4/6
	Creationism and Evolution in Schools
	E vs. C "Educational Issues"
	----
	----

	W 4/8
	Creationism and Evolution in the Legal System
	E vs C "Legal Issues"
	----
	Writing Workshop

	M 4/13
	 
	No Class-Easter Break
	 
	 

	W 4/15
	Wrap Up Discussion 
	----
	----
	----

	M  4/20
	Final Presentation Session
	----
	----
	----

	W 4/22
	Final Presentation Session
	----
	----
	----

	M 4/27
	Final Exam (Presentation Session) 3:00-6:00PM   
	110 Horrigan Hall
	 
	 


Other Important Dates:


1/9/09: Last day for add/drop

1/9/09: Last day for withdrawal with 100% tuition refund

1/23/09:  Last day to change from audit to credit or reverse or letter grade to pass/fail or reverse


3/13/09: Last day to withdraw from a course or all courses with “W” grade
Attendance Policy
Each class meeting involves class participation that contributes to the final grade.  For this reason, class attendance is an integral part of the Freshman Seminar sequence and unexcused absences will result in a “zero” participation grade for the missed class.  Four unexcused absences will result in an automatic reduction of the final course grade by one letter grade (i.e., B to B-) in ADDITION to the zero participation grades.  If you know you will not be able to attend a class for academic or athletic reasons you must bring this to Dr. Bulinski’s attention BEFORE the absence.  Family vacations, extended spring break plans or oversleeping are never legitimate excuses.  If you are more than 10 minutes late by my watch, your participation grade that day will be reduced ten percentage points (i.e., from 90% to 80%).
The University requires students who will be absent from class while representing the University to inform their instructors in two steps.  During the first week of the course, students must meet with each instructor to discuss the attendance policy and arrangements for absences related to University-sponsored events.  Second, students must provide the instructor with a signed Student Absentee Notification Form, available via the student portal on the University intranet, at the earliest possible opportunity, but not later than the week prior to the anticipated absence.  The Student Absentee Notification Form does not serve as an excused absence from class.  Your instructor has the final say about excused and unexcused absences and it is the student’s responsibility to know and abide by the instructor’s policy.

Severe Weather
The Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs will officially determine if classes will be cancelled due to severe weather.   Bellarmine will be either open or closed. That decision will  apply to students, faculty and staff members. The University will be closed only in truly severe cases. The official closing communication will be on the Bellarmine University website. All decisions will be delivered to you as follows: on the bellarmine.edu home page; on the mybellarmine intranet campus announcements; by e-mail to all students, faculty and staff members; by text message

to the cell phones of all students, faculty and staff members who have registered for our emergency text-messaging system and on the university’s telephone system, 502.452.8000, option number 6. The following television and radio stations will be notified so they may broadcast the announcement. WHAS 11, WDRB Fox 41, WAVE 3, WLKY 32.  In the event that class is cancelled due to severe weather, Dr. Bulinski will adjust the course schedule to meet course objectives.

Academic Resource Center (ARC)

Bellarmine University is committed to providing services and programs that assist and students in further developing their learning and study skills and in reaching their academic goals.  Students needed or wanting additional and/or specialized assistance related to study techniques, writing, time management, tutoring, test-taking strategies, etc., should seek out the resources of the ARC, located on the A-level of the W.L. Lyons Brown Library.  Call 452-8071 for more information.

Disability Services
Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact the Disability Services Coordinator.  Please do not request accommodations directly from the professor.  The Disability Services Coordinator is located in the Counseling Center, phone 452-8480. 

Academic Honesty:
Dr. Bulinski’s Academic Honesty Policy: 

This class follows the policy of Bellarmine University as spelled out below.  In the event that an assignment is plagiarized, a grade of 0% will be assigned for the first offense.  If a student is caught plagiarizing a second time, he/she will be reported to the university and will fail the class.  For writing assignments, the Turn It In plagiarism prevention website will be used to screen for instances of unoriginal work.
Bellarmine University Academic Honesty Policy:

Any instances of cheating, copying directly from classmates or other forms of academic dishonesty as described in the academic honesty policy as published in Bellarmine’s Catalog 2007-2009 (pp. 48-49) and in the 2008-2009 Student Handbook (pp. 14-15) will not be tolerated.  I will report the involved student(s) to the university administration and recommend that the students receive academic penalization.

 Both the academic honesty policy and the Student Handbook are available online via the student portal on the University’s intranet.  Students must be fully aware of what constitutes academic dishonesty; claims of ignorance cannot be used to justify or rationalize dishonest acts.  Academic dishonesty can take a number of forms, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, aiding and abetting, multiple submissions, obtaining unfair advantage, and unauthorized access to academic or administrative systems or information.  Definitions of each of these forms of academic dishonesty are provided in the academic honesty section of the 2008-2009 Student Handbook.  All detected instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, and sanctions will be imposed as dictated by the policy.  Penalties range from failing an assignment or test to dismissal from the University, depending, in part, on the student’s previous record of academic dishonesty. On the second offense during a student’s academic career, as a minimum additional penalty, the SVPAA will immediately suspend the student for the semester in which the most recent offense took place.  On the third offense, the SVPAA will immediately dismiss the student from the University. 
