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DATE



TOPIC






READING
Jan.
28


Introduction/History




Chap.  1


30


Fossil Preservation




Chap.  1

Feb.
 2


Geologic Time



Chap. 3, Murphy and Nance*


 4


Evolution





Chap.  2


 6


Evolution





Chap.  2


 9


Protista





Chap.  8, Boardman*


11


Protista





Chap.  8, Boardman*


13


Sponges





Chap. 4


16


Sponges





Chap.  4


18


Cnidarians





Chap.  5



20 


Cnidarians





Chap.  5


23


Cnidarians





Chap.  5

25


Bryozoans





Chap.  6

27


Brachiopods





Chap.  7

Mar.
 2


Exam I


 4


Mollusca





Chap.  8


 6


Mollusca





Chap.  8



 9


Mollusca





Chap.  8


11


Mollusca





Chap.  8



13


Mollusca





Chap.  8


16-23


No Class/Spring Break





25


Mollusca



27 


Arthropods





Chap. 11


30


Arthropods





Chap. 11

April
 1


Arthropods



 3


Review

 6


Exam II



 8


Echinoderms





Chap. 9


10


No Class/Good Friday

13


Echinoderms





Chap. 9

15


Echinoderms





Chap. 9

17


Echinoderms
20


Graptolites/Conodonts


Chap. 10/Chap. 20, Boardman*


22


Trace Fossils





Chap. 12

24


Exceptional Faunas




Chap. 12

27


Evolutionary Faunas



Chap. 3, Benton*


29


Evolutionary Faunas
May
 1


Mass Extinctions


Chap. 3, Raup and Sepkoski*


 4


Mass Extinctions


 6


The Sixth Extinction

 8


Wrap-up 

12


Exam III (8:00-11:00) Tuesday

Text
Invertebrates Palaeontology and Evolution, 1998, 4th Edition, by E.N.K. Clarkson, Blackwell Science.

Reserve Library Readings
*Readings with an asterisk are on reserve in the library.

*Murphy, B. and Nance, D., 1999, Earth Science Today, Chapter 3, Geologic Time and the Age of the Earth, pp. 53-76.

*Boardman, R.S., Cheetham, A.H., and Rowell, A.J., 1987, Fossil Invertebrates, Blackwell Scientific Publications.

*Benton, M.J., 1995, Diversification and Extinction in the History of Life, Science, V. 268, pp.     52-58.

*Raup, D.M. And Sepkoski, J.J., 1982, Mass Extinction in the Marine Fossil Record, Science, V. 215, pp. 1501-1503.
Grading
Your grade for the course will be based on nine lab exercises (20%), two lab practicals (10%), research paper (10%), and three exams (60%).

OFFICE HOURS

I have posted office hours on my door. However, my door is always “OPEN” to you. Please feel free to come to my office (GL 117) if you have any questions or problems. I will be glad to discuss them with you.

Honor Code:

On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, 
I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal, nor to tolerate these behaviors in others.

On each assignment and exam that is submitted, students are required to write pledged indicating that their work is consistent with the Code.  According to Eckerd College policy, academic dishonesty is considered any act of cheating or plagiarism. Academic dishonesty is grounds for receiving an "F" in the course and we will submit written notification to the Registrar of the incident.  The sanction for a second offense while at Eckerd College is usually suspension from the College. We take this seriously, and expect that you will as well.

Special Accommodations: 

Students with physical, cognitive, or psychological disabilities must contact Disability Support Services, located in Edmundson Hall, at extension 8248 or via email at dss@eckerd.edu to discuss potential accommodations or other helpful services. All information will be kept confidential. It is then your responsibility to speak with me to discuss necessary arrangements at least one week before the exam.
INVERTEBRATE PALEONTOLOGY LAB:

TUESDAYS   (1:30-4:50) 

January 27


No Lab first week



February 3


Fossilization, Cyanobacteria, and Algae

February 10


 Evolution

February 17


Protista

February 24


Corals and Sponges 

March 3


Brachiopods and Bryozoans
March 10


Lab Practical I
March 17


No Lab (Spring Break)

March 24


No Lab/Field trip 

March 31


Mollusca I


April 7



Mollusca II

April  14


Arthropods

April 21   


Free Living Echinoderms

April 28


Stalked Echinoderms, Trace Fossils, Conodonts, Graptolites

May 5



LAB PRACTICAL II

Research Papers:

 Papers should be typed, double-spaced, and referenced in the format of the Geological Society of America. You can consult GEOLOGY or THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA BULLETIN for format. The length of the papers will vary with topic chosen, however be succinct and to the point (10 pages should be adequate). Your paper should include at least 10 professional references (mostly professional journals). 

Topics can be tailored to your interest, but should be approved by me before you begin. 

TIME SCHEDULE:
1) Turn in your paper topic to me by Friday, March 6. 

2) Your paper outline and reference list is due Friday, April 3. 

3) The final paper is due Friday, April 24 before 5:00 pm.

PLEASE COME SEE ME IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS. REMEMBER THIS PAPER IS WORTH 10% OF YOUR GRADE.

LIST OF POSSIBLE TOPICS
Burgess Shale

Origin of life

Evolution of metazoans

Cambrian explosion

Late Ordovician extinction

Late Devonian extinction

End Permian extinction

Late Triassic (Norian) extinction

Cenomanian/Turonian extinction

Late Cretaceous extinction

Eocene/Oligocene extinction

Reefs through geologic time

Any major group through geologic time

Onshore/offshore trends in faunal groups

Biogeography of a particular group of organisms

Paleoecology of a particular group of extinct organisms

etc.

