Class schedule

Please note that this schedule is subject to change, with notice provided by email

	Date
	Topics and Assignments
	Reading

	Jan 22
	Introduction: why study fossils? what is a fossil? 
	Ch 1 (pp. 1-9)

Reading on reserve

	Jan 27-29
	Putting the dead to work: taphonomy
	Ch 1 (pp. 9-30)

Reading on reserve (PL)

	Feb 3-5
	Paleo potluck: intro to major fossil groups
	Reading on reserve

	Feb 10
	History of life: fast-forward
	Reading on reserve

	Feb 12
	Biostratigraphy: asking when
	Ch 6 (pp. 149-161; 171-174)

	Feb 17
	Biogeography: asking where

***PS1 due***
	Reading on reserve

	Feb 19
	***Optional fieldtrip: Behind-the-scenes at the Smithsonian***
	

	Feb 24
	Fossils as thermometers: paleoclimatology and paleoenvironments
	Ch 9 (pp. 276-282)

Reading on reserve

	Feb 26
	Geobiology and the origin of life
	Reading on reserve (PL)

	Feb 28
	***Optional fieldtrip: Cavorting on the Coastal Plain***
	

	Mar 3
	Paleoecology: food webs, succession, and competition
	Ch 9 (pp. 249-264)

	Mar 5
	***Midterm exam***
	

	Mar 7-15
	****Spring Break***
	

	Mar 17-19
	Evolutionary paleoecology
	Ch 9 (pp. 265-275)

Reading on reserve (PL)

	Mar 24-26
	Evolution and the fossil record
	Ch 7 (pp. 175-180; 190-210)

Reading on reserve

	Mar 31-Apr 2
	Building trees: systematics and phylogenetic reconstruction
***First review of grant proposal due***
	Ch 4

	Apr 4-5
	***Required fieldtrip: Very Old Dominion***
	

	April 7
	What is a species and speciation
	Ch 3

	April 9-14
	Extinction: background vs mass extinctions, the Big 5, causes


	Ch 7 (pp. 180-190)

Ch 8 (pp. 226-236)

Reading on reserve (PL)

	April 16
	Counting critters: modeling diversity

***PS2 due***
	Ch 8 (pp. 211-226)

	April 21-23
	Growth and development
	Ch 2 (31-60)

	April 28
	Lost in morphospace
	Ch 5 (pp. 135- 148), Ch 8 (pp. 243-248)

	April 30
	Functional morphology: what is that thing and how does it work?

***Final review of grant proposal due***
	Ch 5 (pp. 121-134)

	May 4-8
	***Self-schedule final exam***
	


PL = primary literature reading
