From: http://ethomas.web.wesleyan.edu/BFTAXONOMY.HTM
Orders of Foraminifera (based on wall structure and chemistry) with some of the more common families (after B. K. Sen Gupta, 1999: Systematics of Modern Foraminifera. In: B. K. Sen Gupta, ed., Modern Foraminifera, Chapter 2 (p. 7-35), Kluwer Academic Publishers). 

Only some of the more common orders/families are listed below

ASTRORHIZIDA: agglutinated, organic (proteinaceous) cement, usually 1 chamber or branching tube, no septa; Cambrian-Recent

· Family Psammosphareidae: test globular or irregular, several may be joined together; no distinct aperture 

· Family Rhabdamminae: branching or twisted tube 

LITUOLIDA: agglutinated, organic cement, many chambers, usually planispiral spiral, some trocho- or streptospiral; some uncoiled in last part; Cambrian-Recent

· Family Ammodiscidae: two-chambered test, spherical initial chamber and tubular (coiled or uncoiled) second chamber 

· Family Rhzehakinidae: planispiral or milioline coiling, imperforate 

· Family Lituolidae: coiled throughout or spiral followed by linear part 

· Family Spiroplectamminidae: planispiral or streptospiral in early part, followed by biserial or uniserial part. 

TROCHAMMINIDA: agglutinated; organic cement, many chambers, usually trochospiral, some uncoiled in later part; Cambrian-Recent

TEXTULARIIDA: agglutinated, low Mg-calcite cement; Cambrian-Recent

· Family Textulariidae: trochospiral, triserial, in some with biserial or uniserial part. Aperture interiomarginal or areal, in the latter cases single or multiple 

MILIOLIDA: high Mg calcite, imperforate, many chambers (porcellaneous, no pores); miliolid chamber arrangment; Carboniferous-Recent

· Superfamily Miliolacea: imperforate (porcellaneous), multichambered, chambers arranged in various planes. Aperture terminal, with tooth plate. 

LAGENIDA: low Mg calcite, hyaline; pores, 1 or many chambers, uniserial or planispiral; monolamellar; Carboniferous-Recent

· Family Nodosariidae: test multichambered, uniserial or biserial, aperture terminal radial
· Family Lagenidae: unilocular 

BULIMINIDA: low Mg calcite; hyaline; pores; many chambers; bilamellar; aperture in many forms with toothplate; high trochospiral, triserial, biserial, uniserial. Triassic?-Recent

· Family Buliminidae: aperture loop-shaped with tooth plate, test triserial; wall structure radial 

· Family Bolivinidae: aperture elongate with toothplate, interiomarginal or areal, test biserial; wall structure radial 

· Family Cassidulinidae: biserial chamber arrangement, coild planispirally 

· Family Pleurostomellidae: test triserial or biserial changing to uniserial. Or uniserial throughout; aperture areal, slitlike, partially covered; internal siphon; wall granular 

· Family Stilostomellidae: uniserial, aperture terminal, with phialine lip, small toothplate; wall granular 

· Family Uvigerinidae: aperture terminal, extended into a neck; test triserial throughout or in early stages; internal toothplate; wall structure radial 

ROTALIIDA: low Mg calcite; hyaline;  pores; many chambers; bilamellar; trocho- or planispiral, annular, irregular; Triassic-Recent

· Family Chilostomellidae: test low planispiral to trochospiral; later chambers enveloping earlier ones; chambers without internal partitions; wall structure granular 

· Family Cibicididae: low trochospiral test throughout, or uniserial or biserial in later part, or planispiral or annular in later part. Aperture anterior-marginal in trochospiral forms, usually extending from involute to evolute side 

· Family Epistominariidae: test trochospiral, chambers with complete or incomplete internal partitions; primary apertures interiomarginal or areal; wall structure radial 

· Family Oridorsalidae: test low trochospiral, primary aperture interiomarginal, secondary apertures sutural, on both sides of test; wall structure granular 

· Family Nonionidae: planispiral throughout, or early part planispiral; aperture slit-like or number of pores; wall structure granular 

· Family Pseudoparrellidae: test low trochospiral, aperture partially interiomarginal and partly an almost vertical slit on the terminal chamber face; wall structure radial 

· Family Rotaliidae: test low trochospiral, usually with radial, intraseptal, or sutural canals or fissures. Wall structure radial, few granuler exceptions. 

· Family Elphidiidae: planispiral to low trochospiral; sutural canal system and pores; wall structure radial 

ROBERTINIDA: aragonite; pores; many chambers; trochospiral; Triassic-Recent

· Family Epistominidae: primary aperture slit on test margin 

