Fossil collection, identification, and curation


Name_______________

IN THE FIELD: Your goal is to collect a high quality specimen in the field and collect all pertinent information.  Be sure to record AT LEAST the following information in your notebooks.  I expect many other notes on the location, lithology, taphonomy, fossils, etc. to be recorded.  


Location-detailed directions to the locality including information on the specific 


spot from which your fossil is collected from


Strat section-a rough stratigraphic section showing the surrounding lithologies 


exposed above and below your collected specimen.  Include formation 


name and age.


Sketch of specimen


Identify other associated fossils (photograph would also be helpful for later 


more precise identification)


Other important details-this varies based on each individual locality.  



Remember it is always better to write more than less.

IN THE LAB: Identify your specimen using provided materials and others available in the library.  Ask me or the librarian for help if you are having trouble finding references with pictures of samples.  Be sure to include a sketch of your fossil (with scale) and a short description of diagnostic features.  


Once identified, fill out a museum collections card with the appropriate information.

HAND IN: Your field notebook after you return from the field, the identification and description of your fossil on a separate sheet of paper, and SUNY Oswego museum collections card with all appropriate fields filled in.  Once graded you may keep your specimen or donate it to the teaching collection.

