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Notes to instructor:

I post this in the beginning of the second week of the course, after our opening one-week discussion has concluded. Once the students partake in the first discussion and get a grade for it, they seem more keen to understand how their grade is determined and what to do to be successful in the discussions. 

Material similar to this is posted elsewhere in the course, but reiterating it in week 2 seems to put the information in front of students when it is highly relevant to them.



Now that we’ve got one module under our belt, I want to give you some more information on how I determine your discussion grade.

The discussion is the heart of this course, and I think it's the biggest strength of online learning. I love seeing the diverse collection of experiences, insights and facts that you all contribute to each topic.

For each post you make, I put a hatch mark in one of the categories below. They are listed in order of their value in terms of highest value to lowest.

1. A post with factual information, data, references, or a synthesis of two or more ideas is the highest-scoring type of post. These posts add valuable new information to the discussion. Make sure the text is written in your own words, not just pasted in from a website. Also, be sure to give the references to where you got the information so people can seek more info if they want.

2. A reflection of relevant personal experience offers much more to the discussion than just an opinion. For example, if you lived in an earthquake-prone area and took steps to mitigate the risk, you would be able to offer your own personal insights on that matter. Likewise, an insightful post offers a new way of thinking about something. It may not be data-based, but it offers another side of the issue and is thoughtful and thought-provoking. 

3. A question engages others in the discussion, and can take the discussion in a new direction so that is a good thing.

4. A link to an interesting site or pasting in material from a site is OK (with references cited), but not nearly as valuable as a summary of what’s on that site, which would put you in the top-scoring category.

5. An opinion is fine, we all have many opinions to offer! 

6. A quick response or non-substantive post is usually a way to thank someone for their information or make a quick comment. These posts are valuable because they are interactive, but don’t overdo it.

I also evaluate if you are interactive. Do you respond to others’ questions and engage your classmates?

Number of posts – I expect several posts per module. Two posts per week is the absolute minimum and that will earn you a grade of 6 out of 10. To score higher than that, you need a lot more posts. The bottom line is you should be active all the way through each module. But overall quality of posts trumps the sheer quantity of posts.

Remember that the discussion is the largest part of your overall grade, worth 50%. It is impossible to do well in this course without putting a lot of effort into the discussions. Likewise it is unlikely you will pass this course without participating in every discussion.

I hope that answers some questions you may have!

-Karin

