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Summary
The goals of this session were:

1. To illustrate the essential difference between coastal and inland colleges and identify the challenge this creates for educators in landlocked classrooms.  
2. To share our experiences with teaching oceanography in a landlocked classroom.
3. To provide you the opportunity to reflect on the challenges you face when teaching oceanography in a landlocked classroom.
4. To develop a short list of resources, strategies, and/or activities that help address those challenges. 

List of challenges of teaching oceanography in a landlocked classroom identified by the group:
· Students don’t have a working knowledge of the geography of the sea and oceans.  
· Students lack personal experience with the ocean leading to a disconnect between the students and the content. With no common ground to build from deciding on an appropriate entry point into a topic of discussion is difficult.
· Student motivation. Introductory oceanography at many institutions is part of a general education requirement that students might view as “escaping from harder sciences.” Although, this challenge isn’t unique to landlocked classrooms it certainly complicates and already difficult task. 

List of solutions to the challenges of teaching oceanography in a landlocked classroom identified by the group:
· Bringing the field experience into the course. Are their any bodies of water (large or small) near your campus? What types of experiences with ocean principles can this aquatic environment provide your students?
· Use online ocean data sets to develop course assignments that allow students to investigate ocean related problems or concepts. Examples given were the Geomap app program and NANOOS data set from IOS. 
http://www.geomapapp.org/
http://www.nanoos.org/
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· Bring a saltwater tank into the classroom
· Supplement class discussion with videos or use a video as first exposure to a topic.
· Plan trip to closest aquarium 
· Change course format/teaching approach to develop deeper student learning
· Focus on bigger society connections related to ocean
· Bringing ocean news/hot topics into the classroom
· YouTube videos to supplement lesson to engage with principles of science
· Develop oceanographic principles across the curriculum
· Talk and work with faculty across disciplines to spread ocean-related content/principles on your campus.
