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OCEANOGRAPHY                                                         GEOLOGY 2260

FALL 2012                                    MWF 10:10-11:00


Instructor: Dr. Martin B. Farley						Office: 213 Old Main
Email: martin.farley@uncp.edu						Phone: 521-6478
Office hours: T 10:30-11:30; R 4:00-5:00; MWF 9:00-10:00  and by appointment.

Required Textbook: Leckie and Yuretich, Investigating the Ocean, 4th  edition, e-book.

	TOPICS
	TEXTBOOK pages

	Introduction
	1-25

	Continental Margins and Ocean Basins
	41-65

	Water and Ocean Structure
	107-113, 120-125

	Seawater Chemistry
	114-119

	Atmospheric Circulation and the Ocean
	126-137

	Ocean Circulation
	138-147

	Waves
	229-233, 66-67

	Tides
	234-238

	Coasts
	240-259

	Sediments
	68-75

	Past Oceans (Paleoceanography)
	--

	Marine Environment
	--

	
	


TENTATIVE TEST DATES
	Midterm 1
	Sept. 22

	Midterm 2
	Oct. 27

	Final
	Dec. 3, 10:45



I will announce any changes in exam dates in advance in class.  Plan ahead so you can be prepared for the tests.  The final exam will not be given early. 

Last Day to Drop with a “W”: October 12

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Oceanic phenomena involve all the major “spheres” of the Earth (rock, water, air, life), but we will concentrate on the involvement of the first three in this course. The course will emphasize the “container” of the ocean, the ocean contents, ocean processes, and what happens when these interact. This class will be conducted in as a lecture and lab course, although I will attempt to keep lectures fairly informal.


COURSE OBJECTIVES

The factual knowledge you will gain and the thinking skills that you will develop in this course are consistent with the objectives of the General Education Program.  The General Education Program seeks to help you become a broadly educated and effective citizen. In this class, you will learn how earth scientists understand the ocean’s composition, structure, and processes and how these affect human society.  This contributes to developing your skill to analyze, apply scientific skills, make informed decisions, and to think critically.

By the end of the course, you should be able to demonstrate:
1. Comprehension of the composition, structure, and processes of the ocean and container.  Comprehension is understanding learned information and being able to explain, discuss, and interpret it.
2.  Ability to apply principles and concepts to solve problems; to analyze information (determine essential facts and their relation); synthesize information (combine information from different areas for new insights).

GRADING

Three exams (two midterms and final)	15 % each 	 45 % total
[bookmark: _GoBack]Textbook Investigations				 	 15 %
Labs and Readings					 40%
							_____
Total							100 %

Letter grades are as follows:  A - excellent performance (90% and above); B - above average performance (80-88.9%); C - average performance (70-79.9%); D - below average but passing performance (60-69.9%); F - performance too far below average to pass (< 60%). I reserve the right to adjust test scores. 

I reserve the right to deduct points from your final grade for behavior that is inappropriate in a college classroom.  Some examples of expected behavior: I expect you to be on time and ready for class.  Show respect for the instructor and your fellow students by not talking in class unless you are asking or answering a question or participating in class discussion.  Cell phones and pagers must be off.  Do not disrupt the class by leaving the room before class is over unless there is an emergency.

Attendance is your responsibility. Students who do not attend class will have trouble performing satisfactorily.  You are responsible for all material covered in class and you must find out what you missed.  We will have in-class exercises from the text and elsewhere and you must be present to learn effectively.

Bring your book and a calculator to all class meetings.  Calculators in cell phones are not good enough.

LAB EXERCISES and READINGS/EXERCISES

A number of classes will be devoted to lab exercises.  You should make up a lab notebook (a 3-ring binder might be best) to hold the materials you have worked on during the semester.  Background material will be handed out in advance and you should read this before the lab date.  Exercises will be finished in class or as homework.  If labs are finished as homework, the due date is the beginning of the next class, so if you have questions, you must come see me outside class before the due date. Material covered in the labs will be included on the exams. 

PENCIL MUST BE USED FOR ALL LAB EXERCISES

Through the semester, we will also have class discussions on reasoning topics or on oceanography readings.  Further details will be given separately.

FIELD TRIP

We will conduct a field trip to the coast south of Wilmington to observe the ocean, the coast, and their interaction on a Saturday to be arranged.  Your notes from this trip should be included in your lab notebook.

EXAMS

The tests will be predominantly short answer questions.  Some questions will require you apply and synthesize information.  The tests will also include questions that require use of the skills developed in the labs.

Make-up tests are to be avoided.  You should make arrangements before the test date if at all possible.  You must at least notify me BEFORE the next class meeting. Make-up tests will be given only in the case of true emergencies, such as illness that requires a doctor's care or a death in the immediate family.  You will be required to bring me proof of the emergency that prevented you from taking the test on time.  Make-up tests are time-consuming to construct and grade and are always more difficult than the original test.  It is to your advantage to take the test with the rest of the class.  If you miss a test without notifying me before the next class, your grade for that test will be zero (0).

HONOR CODE

UNC Pembroke operates under an Academic Honor Code.  The Honor Code contains definitions of academic dishonesty; the text is included in the Student Handbook.  Violations of the Honor Code include:  cheating, plagiarism, fabrication and falsification of information, abuse of academic materials, and complicity in academic dishonesty.  Any work done in conjunction with this course should comply with the provisions of the Honor Code.  An excerpt from the Honor Code follows:
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Academic honor and integrity are essential to the existence of a university community.  Without maintenance of high standards of honesty, members of the instructional faculty are defrauded, students are unfairly treated, and society itself is poorly served.  Maintaining the academic standards of honesty and integrity is ultimately the formal responsibility of the instructional faculty.  To meet their responsibilities when academic dishonesty is suspected, individual faculty members must follow the policies and procedures stated in this code.

Students are also members of the academic community.  As responsible members of the University, students are obligated not to violate the basic standards of honor, and they are expected to take an active role in encouraging other members to respect those standards.  Should a student suspect a violation of the Academic Honor Code, he/she should make the suspicion known to a member of the faculty or University administration.




I do not hesitate to prosecute cases that involve violations of the Honor Code.

PROBLEMS AND ASSISTANCE

UNCP has a policy to accommodate students who must be absent from class to observe religious holidays. No one will be penalized for exercising the right to religious observance. Submit written notification to me at the beginning of the semester of the religious holiday date, and you will be excused from class to observe it. You are not required to provide a second-party certification of the reason for the absence. You will be permitted a reasonable amount of time to make up tests or other work missed.
Any student with a documented learning, physical, chronic health, psychological, visual or hearing disability needing academic adjustments is requested to speak directly to Disability Support Services and the instructor, as early in the semester (preferably within the first week) as possible.  All discussions will remain confidential.  Please contact Disability Support Services, DF Lowry Building, Room 107 or call 910-521-6695.
								
This publication is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Mary Helen Walker, Disability Support Services,  DF Lowry building, 521-6695.

