INTRODUCTION TO OCEANOGRAPHY: ECO-TOUR OPERATOR

LEARNING OUTCOMES
1.Describe major oceanic processes and evaluate their influence on the coastal environment. 
2. Use global data on climate and wind patterns to quantify and describe conditions at various specific coastal sites.
3. Effectively reference oceanographic data from the internet to demonstrate knowledge of class concepts.

Overview: Your job
Imagine that you are an “eco-tour” operator and you are trying to develop a brochure for your new company. You expect your clientele to be interested in the natural environment, so you want to not only sell your destination, but also convince them that they will learn a lot on your trip by including a brief scientific explanation of the regions’ natural features.  Towards this end, your brochure must contain the following:
1. Title of destination
2. Map(s) illustrating the location of the destination and pertinent features discussed in your brochure.
3. Clear and concise description of the oceanographic/environmental characteristics of the destination and why it’s a good place to visit.  Include the following factors:
a. Yearly average climate (wind patterns, average temperatures, precipitation)
b. Water conditions (current, temperatures)
c. Coastal features and morphology (Volcanoes? Mountains? Islands? Sandy beaches?)
d. Surf quality
e. Activities available at your site
4. Brief explanation of the oceanographic and geologic reasons for these characteristics.
5. Separate Bibliography; Must include a minimum of 5 resources (at least 1 must be a TEXT resource-not internet). In addition, any images taken from internet must be documented (above and beyond the 5 resources described above).
Your timeline
Each student will be placed into a discussion group of 3 students for this project. You will evaluate each other’s work and help each other complete this task.
Part 1: Draft Outline
Submit Items 1, 2 and at least 2 parts of item 3 with preliminary explanations (item 4) on or before the due date.  (Material may be submitted as an attachment to the discussion forum).  Before starting, look over the “Draft Submission” rubric below; this rubric will be used to evaluate this part of the assignment by me and by your peers.
Part 2: Peer and Instructor feedback
Provide feedback to your peer group members on or before the due date. Use the “Draft Rubric” to evaluate your peers; and also, give specific comments on (1) quality/usefulness of maps (2) accuracy and clarity of draft descriptions (3) clarity and accuracy of explanations and (4) creativity and salesmanship. Your feedback and comments will be evaluated using the “Peer Evaluation” rubric below! You will be receiving feedback at this point from your instructor and your peer group members.
Part 3: Final Draft
Incorporating the comments of your peers and your instructor, complete a final draft.  Submit your final draft via the assignments tab in CANVAS.  See the “Final Draft” rubric for specifics on the expectations for this project.
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Rubrics for Evaluation
Part 1: Draft Submission  (use for Peer evaluation) (15 pts)
	Item
	Needs Improvement
	Making Progress
	On Target

	Destination 
	0 pt
Destination not included or irrelevant
	1 pt
General destination; not specific enough
	2 pts
Specific destination clearly identified

	Maps
	0 pt
Relevant maps not included
	3 pt
At least one map included; may be a of poor quality (hard to read)
	3 pts
High quality maps show location and important features; easy to read

	description & explanation 
	6 pt
Fewer than 2 features  described or explained accurately 
	8 pts
At least 2 of required features are described and explained but descriptions may be incomplete or contain significant errors
	10 pts
Requested features described clearly and succinctly with minor errors in explanation.



Part 2: Quality Peer evaluation (10 pts)
	
	Poor (6 pt)
	Good (8 pts)
	Excellent (10 pts)

	Feedback
	Late response omitting feedback to some partners.
Incomplete completion of rubric
	Timely response to all partners
Helpful and complete feedback contained in rubric; no additional comments
	Timely response to all partners;
Helpful feedback with suggestions and corrections that offer means for significant improvement are added to rubric comments





Part 3: Execution of final Draft (30 pts)
	
	Poor
	Good
	Excellent

	Maps
	3 pts
Maps are missing 2 or more of the following criteria: Easy to read; correct scale; correct region; clearly and completely labeled
	4 pts
Maps satisfy all but one of the following criteria: Easy to read; correct scale; correct region; clearly and completely labeled
	4 pts
High quality maps exhibiting all of the following traits:
Easy to read; correct scale; correct region; clearly and completely labeled

	Characteristics of site

	6 pts
Site is incompletely described; discussion of relevant factors is missing or mostly incomplete (missing more than 2 factors).
	10 pts
Site is described with reference to most relevant factors outlined in the project description; may lack mention of 1-2 factors or may include inaccurate or irrelevant discussion 
	12 pts
Site is fully and succinctly described with accurate reference to all relevant factors outlined in the projected description. 

	Presentation effectiveness

	2 pts
Graphics and text are poorly presented; may be lacking in either; work is hard to read and follow; no evidence of creativity
	3 pts
Balance of graphics and text is uneven (may be heavy in one or the other); creative elements may distract from presentation
	4 pts
Highly effective use of graphics and text; work is personalized with thought to how creativity can add to presentation

	Organization

	2 pts
Lacking in one or more of the following ways: poorly organized; no introduction or conclusion
	3 pts
Exhibits one of the following: no obvious logical flow; introduction missing; conclusion missing
	4 pts
Clear, logical flow with obvious introduction and conclusion

	Bibliography
	3 pts
References are lacking in one of the following ways: missing or may not follow guidelines for sources. Formatting may be poor or inconsistent; internet-sourced images are not cited
	4 pts
Required number and style of references included; formatting may contain some errors; internet-sourced images are cited, although citations may contain errors
	6 pts
Required number and style of references included; formatting is consistent and correct.  All internet-sourced images are properly cited.





Outcome Rubric (45 pts)
	
	Poor
	Good
	Excellent

	Describe major oceanic factors/processes and evaluate their influence on the coastal environment.
	10 pts
Work references oceanographic processes generally or incorrectly; may be irrelevant to site characteristics
	12 pts
Work details some relevant oceanographic processes and correlates them to some characteristics of site
	15 pts
Work details relevant oceanographic processes and correlates them to specific characteristics of site

	Use global data on climate and wind patterns to quantify and describe conditions at various specific coastal sites.

	10 pts
Provides minimal correlation between global patterns and local site characteristics; may be vague or inaccurate
	12 pts
Accurately and effectively applies global patterns to local site conditions, but provides little or no explanation of causal relationships
	15 pts
Accurately and effectively applies global patterns to local site conditions explaining causal relationships when relevant

	Effectively reference oceanographic data from the internet to demonstrate knowledge of class concepts.
	10 pts
Bibliography and content demonstrate minimal effective use of internet resources; sites are limited in quality and lacking in relevance.
	12 pts
Bibliography and content demonstrate adequate use of internet resources to develop content; sites selected may be derivative (e.g. Wikipedia) or lack diversity
	15 pts
Bibliography and content demonstrate thorough use of internet resources to develop content; sites selected are relevant, original and diverse
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