Observation Protocol


Introduction

Use this form to gather your observations of using the teaching activity in your class.   
Title of teaching activity:_________________________________________
Why and How did you use the activity?

	Educational level of students

· Introductory 
· Upper division majors

· Others:___________________


	Size of class where activity was tried:

· 30 or fewer students

· 31 to 80 students

· 81 or more students




How did you use this activity in your teaching?  
As:       (check all that apply) 

· illustrations in a lecture 
· basis for discussion in class (following homework or not)

· think-pair-share with classroom response questions

· lab

· in-class activity 

· problem set/homework assignment 
· group project 

· Other__________________________________________

Did you use the activity as it was described?
 ⁭ yes      ⁭  no
If no, how did you modify it for your class?
Why did you use this activity in your class?  (check all that apply)
· To provide hands-on experience with scientific data
· To help students learn to analyze data

· To give students a better understanding of the application of data to geosciences processes

· To give students an opportunity to hone their basic map skills

· To help students make connections between geologic phenomena and data

· To give students an opportunity to integrate different techniques and observations

· To give students an opportunity to make and test hypotheses using data

· Other____________________________________________________

What did you want students to take away from this activity?
What did students take away from the activity? 
Did students meet your learning goals?
What types of assessment did you use to evaluate your students?

  (check all that apply)

· clicker questions 

· test questions that incorporated concepts learned in the activity 

· completed activity turned in

· class presentation or paper 

· individual/group lab report
· used no assessments
· informal observations
· Other________________________________________
	
	None
	A few
	About half
	Nearly all
	Could not assess

	What fraction of students achieved the learning goals for the activity?


	1
	2
	3
	4
	na


How do you know that students met your goals?

· Performance on assessments
· Student engagement
· Individual feedback from students
· Gut feeling

· Other____________________________

If only a small fraction of students succeeded, what challenges did most students encounter?

How effective was the activity in your classroom?

Education Research identifies several aspects of activities that should enhance student learning.  Indicate to what extent these aspects are true for using this activity:
	
	Not at all
	A little
	Somewhat
	To a great extent
	Not applicable in this teaching situation

	Encouraged student interest and attention.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	na

	Included opportunities for students to reflect, discuss, and synthesize.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	na

	Engaged students in data analysis and synthesis
	1
	2
	3
	4
	na

	Helped students visualize data relationships, geologic processes, or their relationships.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	na

	Provided opportunities for students to confirm their understanding.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	na

	Required students to integrate ideas/information from different sources.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	na


	
	Not at all effective
	Some-what effective
	Effective
	Very effective
	

	Overall, how effective do you think the activity was in the classroom.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	na


What’s the most important aspect of this activity that made it work for you and your students?

What do faculty need to successfully use this activity?
Were you successful using the activity as it was described?
 ⁭ yes      ⁭  no
What additional information would you have liked? (check all that apply)

· Tips for making the best use of the activity

· Recommended instructional strategies 

· Suggestions for adapting the activity to different teaching contexts
· More complete description of the prerequisite knowledge needed

· Description of time needed to accomplish this activity
· Tips for circumventing technology challenges
· Other_____________________________________________

After using this activity, what else would you tell a colleague before they used it in their teaching?    

