Key Elements for the Nature of Science Group Paragraph

	
	Excellent
	Needs Work
	Unacceptable

	All Components of NOS are considered including

	What is Science
	Includes key aspects that describe what makes science unique from other ways of thinking and understanding
	May include or suggest ideas that make science ideas, but not clearly or succinctly illustrated
	No aspects of what makes science unique are included

	How is science done?
	Includes key & critical elements to making science successful.
	Includes important components to making science successful.  May include a few inaccurate views or slightly misinformed ideas.
	No aspects of how science is done are considered, or extremely inaccurate views.

	What are some of the key words and terms that are important to science?
	Include definitions of key terms in context of how they are used in science.
	May use the appropriate terms, but not clearly defined or used in ways that imply a slight misunderstanding.
	Completely inappropriate use of terms, or no key terms included.

	How do humans influence science?
	Indicates how humans play a role in making science successful (or not) over time.  May include specific examples.
	Includes some component of human influence, but not clearly defined or explained.
	Does not indicate how humans play a role in science.

	How is communication used in science?
	Clearly describes the role of communication in science and provides specific examples.
	Describes some aspect of communication, but not clearly defined or explained.
	No aspect of communication considered.


	
	Excellent
	Needs Work
	Unacceptable

	Other components considered in grading

	Writing clarity
	Clear and concise writing, well thought out and succinct.  
	Ideas are generally well laid out and clear, but may lack a clarity that clearly illustrates the ideas portrayed.
	Very difficulty to understand and follow.  Ideas not clearly defined or illustrated, which makes it difficult to understand the intent of the authors.

	Specific Examples in Geosciences
	Accurate examples from course content are clearly linked to the scientific ideas portrayed.
	A few vague examples, or only one example that relates to the content provided.
	No examples relating the NOS content to the geosciences, or examples are misinformed and inaccurate.

	Group Writing Process
	All group members contribute to the writing of the paragraph(s).  All input is respectfully considered and discussed.
	All group members participate, but some more than others and some ideas may not be considered with equal validity or respect.
	Group work lacks respect and cohesiveness.

	Individual reflection
	Includes reflections on how the group process worked, and what aspects you would add or subtract from the group paragraph(s)
	Includes reflections on just the NOS content
	Just focuses on the group process or not included at all.


