Post-Exam Reflection

This activity is designed to give you a chance to reflect on your exam performance and, more importantly, on the effectiveness of your exam preparation.  Please be candid in your responses, so they will be valuable to you and to me.  Your responses are being collected to improve teaching and learning in this course.  They will have no impact on your grade, but you will receive credit for thoughtful reflection.  
Enter responses into the grey text boxes below.
Part 1.  Fill out the form below.  

	After studying for this exam, how many points (out of 100) did you expect to earn?
	   

	After completing the exam, how many points (out of 100) did you think you had earned?
	   

	How many points did you receive?
	   

	Approximately, how many hours did you spend studying for this exam?
	  

	Did you study enough?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 no

	Could you have studied “smarter”?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 no

	What percentage of your test-preparation time was spent in each of these activities? (Total should be 100%)

	Reading textbook sections for the first time
	   %

	Re-reading textbook sections
	   %

	Answering end-of-section questions
	   %

	Reviewing knowledge survey questions
	   %

	Reviewing your own notes
	   %

	Reviewing handouts
	   %

	Discussing course materials and questions with classmates
	   %

	Studying the relations among concepts and ideas
	   %

	Carefully look over your exam and estimate the percentage of points you lost to each of the following.  (Total should be 100%.)

	From careless mistakes
	   %

	From not being familiar with terms
	   %

	From not knowing facts
	   %

	From not understanding concepts
	   %

	From not being able to apply concepts in new contexts
	   %

	From not seeing connections between concepts or facts
	   %

	From other reasons (please specify):

     
	   %

	Based on your responses to the questions above, describe at least three (3) things that you plan to do differently in preparing for the next exam.  For instance, will you spend more time studying, change a specific study habit, or try a new one?  Please describe.

1.       
2.       
3.       

	What can I do to help support your learning and your preparation for the next exam?

     

	Part 2.  On some following pages, I have tabulated the six easiest and hardest questions that were on the exam.  Write a paragraph or two that:

· explains why these questions were the hardest or the easiest.  

· discusses whether the range in difficulty of the questions was appropriate.

· tells what you will do to better prepare for the harder questions on the next exam.

Be sure to consider both the multiple choice questions and the short-answer questions.
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Hardest and Easiest Questions

Multiple Choice Questions
	Difficult Questions:

	#
	correct answer
	# who got this correct
	# who got this incorrect
	most common incorrect answer
	question

	7


	E
	13
	63
	B
	Where on Earth is a continental plate being subducted?

a. west coast of N. America

b. west coast of S. America

c. east coast of Australia

d. along the Alpine mountains

e. nowhere

	31


	B
	11
	65
	D
	Your find a series of siltstones, shales, sandstones and gravels with some marine shells.  The beds are mostly thin and rock types vary from layer to layer.  Many types repeat – the rock appears to be a big pile of stuff piled up in random order.  Where might such a rock form?

a. ocean reef

b. delta

c. dry arid continent

d. tidal flat

e. barrier island

	33


	C
	24
	62
	D
	High-temperature, low-pressure metamorphism may occur because of heating caused when magma rises through the crust.  This kind of metamorphism is called:

a. regional metamorphism

b. retrograde metamorphism

c. contact metamorphism

d. plutonic metamorphism

e. butterfly metamorphism

	39


	A
	25
	51
	C
	The rocks present at the deepest levels of the Grand Canyon, adjacent to the Colorado River, are

a. plutonic and metamorphic rocks

b. volcanic rocks

c. sandstone

d. shales

e. limestone

	42
	E
	12
	64
	C
	Which of the following might form a “clastic” volcanic rock?  (The actual term that geologists use is “volcanoclastic,” and it refers to volcanic rocks that form in a fashion very similar to sedimentary clastic rocks.)

a. granite

b. gabbro

c. basalt

d. sandstone

e. rhyolite

	48


	D
	21
	55
	E
	Which of the following is NOT a kind of igneous intrusion?

a. batholith

b. sill

c. laccolith

d. caldera

e. dike

	Easy Questions:

	#
	correct answer
	# correct
	# incorrect
	most common incorrect answer
	question

	12


	E
	64
	12
	D
	A mineral property that can be observed without using a test is:

a. effervescence

b. magnetism

c. magmatism

d. hardness

e. cleavage

	13


	E
	67
	9
	A
	Silicate minerals

a. are the most abundant minerals in Earth’s crust

b. include quartz and feldspar

c. may not have cleavage (although some do)

d. are made of elements

e. all of the above

	22


	E
	64
	12
	A
	Which of the following can cause chemical weathering?

a. oxidation

b. dissolution

c. biological reactions

d. hydrolysis

e. all of the above

	23


	E
	66
	10
	C
	Which of the following can cause physical weathering?

a. gravity

b. pressure release

c. ice

d. biological activity

e. all of the above

	40


	E
	72
	4
	B
	Which of the following features help geologists determine the environment of deposition of a sedimentary rock?

a. composition of the grains

b. fossils that are present

c. grain size and sorting

d. cross bedding, ripple marks, or mud cracks

e. all of the above

	44


	E
	64
	12
	C
	Volcanic domes 

a. form from viscous lava

b. are relatively small compared with most other kinds of volcanoes

c. grow from the inside out

d. often contain obsidian

e. all of the above


Short Answer Questions
Hardest questions
52.  Make a sketch of (a) cross bedding, and (b) graded bedding.  Explain how/why each occurs.
57. Sketch or explain what a silicon tetrahedron is, and sketch/explain how they join to create minerals.

Easiest questions
55. Which of the following are considered minerals by geologists (circle the names of minerals):

a. ice

b. water

c. liquid mercury that occurs naturally

d. sugar crystals

e. obsidian

f. diamond

g. quartz
56. Clearly define the terms element, mineral, and rock.  And explain the difference between all three of them.

Modified from M. Lovett (2008)


