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Liz Johnson (johns2ea@jmu.edu) and Jerry Gill, James Madison University
This project is meant to help students achieve two General Education objectives:
· Find, evaluate, and use scientific resources.

· Communicate information [about climate science] correctly and in an understandable, interesting way. 


This project was developed for a climate change course, and I wanted students to be able to explore their own interests in current and future climate change.  Climate change research is progressing rapidly, and this project allows students to look at the latest scientific results.
Project Description:

Students pretend to be a science reporter and find an interesting climate change topic within the 2007 IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) Working Group II (Impacts, adaptation, and vulnerability) report.  They locate a citation within the report and find the peer-reviewed scientific journal article in the library.  The goal is take the scientific results from that article and write about them in a newsletter or blog article.  The audience is the general public or students within the university.  A more detailed description of the assignment is provided in the project instructions (see next page).

Project Timeline:
We chose to split the project into pieces and spread due dates out over the entire semester to discourage procrastination and provide some feedback before the final version of the newsletter article was due.  Due dates in parentheses are for the Spring semester and are provided simply to give a sense of how we chose to pace the assignment.  
· Project instructions and librarian visit to class (Jan 31)

· Part 1: Find a scientific research article using IPCC report (Feb 28)

· Part 2: Peers edit and comment on article draft in class (April 8)

· Part 3: Final article due / present to group in class (April 22)

· Post to a Wiki (optional)
Potential Hangups:
Over the course of two semesters with 300+ students participating in this project, we found these to be the most important problems or issues faced by some students:
· Picked an “unreadable” paper in Part 1

· A review article (no methods)
· I may have to look up more than one citation to find a good article?!?

· Difficulty using library resources

· “Quoting parts of the scientific paper directly in order to avoid interpretation.”  Detailed instructions on avoiding direct quotes in scientific writing drastically reduced this issue from Fall 2007 to Spring 2008
· Was the peer review effective and helpful?

· Writing in a newsletter style sometimes difficult even with examples provided

· Failure to ask for help when stuck
