GES 1 Final Project

One of my goals for this class is that, by the end, you will know enough geology to be able to find out something about an area on your own. To that end, your final project will consist of a 10-page max, double-spaced paper (10-12 pt. font with 1” margins) on the geologic setting of your hometown or an area you find interesting (such as a national park, mountain range, or other geologic feature). Your main resources will be geologic maps, books like field guides and literature for the general public, and web resources. Branner Library has an extensive collection of geologic maps and literature for most of the world, and the librarians are very helpful. You must use at least two real books or maps as resources (i.e. you can’t use ALL web resources). As with any paper, you will cite sources. I don’t care what format you use as long as it is consistent and clear. 

Additionally, your paper must include figures. At least one figure must be a map of your chosen area that you can refer to throughout the paper. The other figures should illustrate important concepts. Figures may be taken from other publications (in which case, you should cite the source) or you may create them yourself. You can incorporate the figure directly into the text or put it on a separate page – it doesn’t matter. Please do not include anything larger than 8.5 x 11 as a figure.

SCHEDULE

You will complete this project in four stages:

1. An email with your thoughts on a paper topic by Friday, Nov. 3, 5 pm
2. A rough draft which will be turned in on or before Friday, Nov. 17, 5 pm
3. A short meeting to discuss your rough draft during the week of Nov. 27 – Dec. 1

4. A final paper which will be turned in on or before Wednesday, Dec. 13, at NOON
SOME GENERAL NOTES

This is a bit different than an English paper, but neither is it a scientific research paper. There is no single way to structure this kind of paper, but here are some suggestions:

· Audience: You can assume that the audience for your paper is other people who have some geologic background, like GES 1. Therefore, you don’t need to define terms like “granite”.
· Introduction: You don’t have to give an overview of every aspect of the paper – just describe the general physiographic setting of your area.
· Use headings: These may be time periods, or different aspects of the geology, or different sub-regions within the larger region.
· How to end the paper: You’re not trying to convince me of anything, so you don’t need to reiterate your points from the paper. You should have a coherent ending, but it doesn’t need to go back over everything you said in the paper.
· Take advantage of the rough draft: I make extensive notes on the rough drafts. You will be happy that you turned one in.
· Resources: Beware of web resources. Some are good; some are not. If in doubt, send me the link and I’ll check it out.
Above all, have some fun with this paper. Take advantage of the resources in the library, and come see me if you have any problems or hit any logistical or intellectual roadblocks.

Grading Breakdown

Thorough and accurate coverage of content 
50%

Use of figures 




20%

Organization and clarity of writing 

20%

Use of multiple resources 


10%

Project 




100 points
