Geology 141, Spring, 2006





Exercise 2
An Account of a Volcanic Eruption


In this exercise, using your imagination, I would like you to put yourself in close proximity of a volcanic eruption.  In class, we have discussed a variety of types of volcanoes and how each behaves when they erupt, including the manner in which they erupt, the type of lava that comes out and what types of pyroclastic material is associated with them.  In this assignment, what I would like you do to is observe an eruption, and then write a letter to a close friend describing what you saw and what geologic phenomenon occurred during the eruption.


This should be a purely fictitious eruption, but you can use a real volcano (i.e., Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Pinatubo, Mt. Fuji) or name your own.  Do not simply find news articles about an actual volcano eruption and adapt it.  Be creative.  This is a great opportunity to visit some deserted tropical island and even be shipwrecked if you want.  Chose a place on the globe, ideally one that has active volcanism and write about the eruption.  Your description of the eruption should be consistent with the type of eruption that is indeed found in that part of the world.  You should also include the tectonic setting (what kind of plate boundary) that is influencing the eruption.


You should describe to your friend the type of volcanic cone that is observed.  You should also include the type of lava that will be extruded and what other types of pyroclastic debris will be associated with the eruption.  Describe your observation of other volcanic features such as lahars, nuée ardente or jökulhaup, that would be associated with the observed eruption.


There are no requirements for this other than you should try to be as accurate as possible in your description.  The format for the assignment will be a typed letter of no more than two (2) pages in length.  Really long addresses and really large font will be frowned upon. Additionally, I will be more impressed with your geologic description and accuracy regarding the eruption rather than a death count and descriptions of violence.  Such descriptions will give me nightmares and prevent me from getting a good night’s sleep.

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS DUE IN CLASS ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12th.  

You do not have to wait until then to turn it in, but that is the last date at which I will collect them. 

