GES 1 Dynamic Earth

Spring 2007


Writing Assignment #5:

Getting started on your final paper

Next week, we’ll talk in more detail about the structure and content of the final paper, but it’s time to get started thinking about it (and working on it). I’ve included the final project description in this assignment, so you can take a look at it and get a feel for how this assignment fits in. At this point, what I’d like you to do is:

· Pick a topic – your paper should be about the geology of somewhere, most preferably somewhere you are familiar with, perhaps near your home or a favorite vacation spot. 

· Read the several example introductions (each 1 page or less) to get a sense for how to write a “physiographic setting”. List the common characteristics of each of these and include that list in your assignment. (This can be a list, does not need to be complete sentences)

· Write your own introduction to your topic area, including (critically) a figure. Your sources are most likely to be on the web at this point, and that’s fine. You should include any references that you use, however. Keep in mind, while Wikipedia can be a great place to start, one of the best things about it is the links to more information.

Unlike past papers, we will make fairly extensive comments on this one, because it will be incorporated into your final paper. 

Grading rubric

	
	Introduction/physiographic setting
	
	Figure
	List

	9-10
	· Topic area is clearly defined and succinctly described

· Text refers to figure

· Text flows well
	5
	Good, appropriate figure; all features mentioned are included, no extraneous material
	Complete list of 3-4 shared characteristics of all three example introductions

	7-8
	· Topic area is clearly defined, description lacks detail or has too much detail

· Text refers to figure, perhaps in the wrong place

· Text flows moderately well
	4
	Good, appropriate figure; may include some unnecessary information or not all information in text
	List includes only 1 or 2 shared characteristics, or not all examples are included

	5-6
	· Topic area is not well defined 

· Text does not refer to figure

· Text is somewhat confused, does not flow through material well
	3
	Figure hard to read, too small or too big, or contains either too much or too little information
	

	3-4
	· Topic area is poorly defined and/or minimally described

· Text does not refer to figure

· Flow of text interrupted frequently
	2
	Figure hard to read, contains inappropriate or inaccurate information 
	No clear description of shared characteristics

	1-2
	· Little effort put into describing region.
	1
	Figure does not show area described in text
	

	0
	No introduction written
	0
	No figure included
	No list of charateristics


