GES 1 Dynamic Earth

Spring 2007


Writing assignment #1:

Adopt-a-plate boundary

Now that you’ve had a chance to look globally at all of the plate boundaries, I’d like you to focus in on one location and explore it in depth. Your assignment is to write a 2-3 page, double-spaced description of a plate boundary that interests you, giving details of all of the data we talked about in class. Your main resources for this information are series of websites that provide data about plate boundaries, including many of the sites from which the data on your maps was gathered. The websites are all available as links through CourseWork. You may find additional websites or supporting resources if you like, but you don’t need to do so. (NOTE: If you DO use additional resources, please include them as references. Otherwise, you do not need to cite sources - I’ll  assume that all of your information has come from the given sites.)
How should you describe a plate boundary? First, include a map of the area you are examining (this should be a page in addition to your 2-3 written pages). You can make the map directly from the Dynamic Planet website (you can do this by choosing "Print/Save Page" once you have a zoomed image that you like) and refer to it in your writing. Describe the boundary in general terms first, then get more specific. Be quantitative in your description in terms of rate of motion, earthquakes, volcanoes, topography, and seafloor age (you don’t have to worry about gravity unless you really really want to) and describe how the data are related to each other. Then make some connections – How does your boundary compare with other boundaries of a similar type? Or how has it changed over time?

Here’s how you will be graded (20 points total):

	Points
	Content (10 points)
	Composition (10 points)

	9-10
	· Complete, quantitative description of plate boundary, including all available data.

· Relationships between data described well

· Strong connections made beyond data
	· Includes appropriate figure. 

· Overall structure easy to follow.

· Individual paragraphs well constructed.

· No grammar or spelling mistakes.

	7-8
	· Description missing one data type, or not all are quantitatively described 
· All data types there but relationships between them are not strong
· Weak connections beyond data
	· Includes appropriate figure. 

· Overall structure relatively easy to follow

· One or two paragraphs lack structure

· A few grammar or spelling mistakes.

	5-6
	· Description missing two data types, or few are quantitative or

· No connections drawn between data types

· Weak connections beyond data
	· Includes figure, may not be ideal figure

· Overall structure wanders

· A few paragraphs lack structure

· Several grammar or spelling mistakes

	3-4
	· Little data is included at all

· Data types are disconnected

· No attempt to make broader connections
	· Poor figure

· Overall structure difficult to follow

· Most paragraphs lack structure

· Several grammar or spelling mistakes

	1-2
	· Completely qualitative description
	· No figure included

· Little structure

	0
	· No effort
	· No effort


Note that content and composition count equally in your final grade. 

