GEOL 103: The Evolving Earth 

Spring 2008
10-11:20 am MW 123 Pacific Hall (CRN# 32168)

2-3:20 pm MW 123 Pacific Hall (CRN# 32169)

Laboratory section: 1 hour per week, 47 Columbia Hall 

	Instructor:
	Prof. Qusheng Jin

	Office:
	320 Cascade Hall

	Email:
	qjin@uoregon.edu

	Phone:
	(541) 346 - 4240

	Office Hours:
	3:30-5:00pm Mondays, or by appointment

	Textbook:
	Earth System History, by Steven M. Stanley, 2nd ed., 2005 (also on reserve in science library)

	Powerpoint slides:
	Powerpoint slides for the lecture can be downloaded from the course website: http://blackboard.uoregon.edu/

	
	
	
	
	

	GTFs
	Office 
	Email
	Office hours

	Adam Booth
	325D Cascade Hall
	booth.adam.m@gmail.com
	3:00-4:00pm Thursdays, or by appointment

	Natalia Deligne
	120B Cascade Hall
	ndeligne@uoregon.edu
	1:00-2:00pm Tuesdays, or by appointment

	Daniele McKay
	210D Cascade Hall
	dmckay1@uoregon.edu
	Anytime by appointment

	Laura Stimely
	325B Cascade Hall
	lstimely@uoregon.edu
	10:00-11:00pm Tuesdays, or by appointment

	Tom Peryam
	305A Cascade Hall
	tperyam@uoregon.edu
	2:00-3:00pm Wednesdays, or by appointment


 Assignments:

Laboratory sections

• GTFs will conduct these meetings in 47 Columbia Hall. Attendance is mandatory. Switching sections is not permitted. Lab assignments are due at the beginning of section the week after they are assigned. Late assignments received within one week of the due date will receive half credit. Assignments received more than one week after the due date will be worth zero points.
Examinations

• Midterm and final exams will be closed-book and consist of multiple choice questions.

• Exams will cover material from lecture, readings, and lab assignments, although lecture topics will be emphasized. No exams will be given early.

In-class quizzes/attendance
• Weekly quizzes will be administered at unspecific times in class. Students will be given questions in class and will use the blackboard website to input their answers after class. 
• Grades for attendance will be assigned based on random-call.

	Grading:
	
	

	
	Two midterms & one final exam 
	20% + 20% + 20% = 60%

	
	Laboratory attendance/assignments 
	25%

	
	In-class quizzes/attendance
	15%


Academic dishonesty and misconduct: We encourage group study and collaborative learning, but the work you hand in should be your own. Academic dishonesty include, but not limited to, plagiarizing or copying assignments, sharing quiz questions assigned in lecture, and cheating on exams.    To protect the rights of every student attending the lecture, please do not send mass emails or random emails through the Blackboard. Emails to the class regarding quiz questions are also deemed as the academic dishonesty. The grade for the students who commit academic dishonesty will be reduced one letter grade for each incident or assigned as NP/F; the case will be referred to and recorded by the Office of Student Conduct and Community Standards.   

How to do well in this class and make it enjoyable for all:

1. Arrive to class on time and stay until class concludes. If you need to leave early, be consider of others and sit near the exit.
2. Attend laboratory sections and turn in your lab assignments on time. These constitute a large portion of your final grade.

3. If something prevents you from giving this course proper attention, please contact me at least two days before the lecture so that we can make appropriate arrangements. In cases of emergency that prevents you from accessing emails or telephones, please contact within two days after you regain the access of emails or telephones. In both cases, you need to present a note from your doctor (for medical emergencies) or from the office of academic advising (for personal crises; phone: 541-346-1000). 
4. Memorize the geological time scale; it is extremely CRITICAL for your success in this class. Do the readings as they’re assigned. Also, stuffing one-quarter’s worth of material into your head the night before an exam seldom produces impressive results. 
5. Get together with fellow students for study sessions. Try to explain concepts to each other. Relate course material to things you see (or have seen) in nature. Roadside geology can be fun and make trips more enjoyable.

6. If something I say in class just doesn’t compute, don’t hesitate to call me on it. Sometimes concepts are counterintuitive and sometimes I may be getting it wrong because I have a baby to take care of in the night and I’m really sleep deprived!
Class Schedule 

This schedule is tentative and subject to change. Adjustments will be announced in lecture.

	Date
	Content
	Readings(
	Lab Topic

	March 
	31
	Ch. 1 Earth as a System
	p.3-13
	Campus Tour

	April
	2
	Ch. 1 Earth as a System
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	7
	Ch. 3 Diversity of Life 
	Ch. 3, p. 93, 94
	Field Trip

	
	9
	Ch. 5 Sedimentary Environments 
	Ch. 5
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	14
	Ch. 5 Sedimentary Environments 
	
	Fossil Handling

	
	16
	Ch. 6 Correlation and Dating of Rock Record 
	p.30, 129-135, 139-146
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	21
	Exam I: multiple choice
	
	Sedimentary Resources

	
	23
	Ch. 7 Evolution and Fossil Record 
	Ch. 7
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	28
	Ch. 11 Archean Eon 
	Ch. 11
	Maps & Sections

	
	30
	No class
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	May
	5
	Ch. 12 Proterozoic Eon 
	p.273, 278-286
	Paleozoic fossil

	
	7
	Ch. 13 Early Paleozoic World
	p.299-312
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	12
	Ch. 14 & 15 Middle and Late Paleozoic World
	p.327-343, 355-369
	Mesozoic & Cenozoic fossil

	
	14
	Exam II: multiple choice
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	19
	Ch. 16 & 17 Mesozoic World
	p.387-404, 417-428, 433-437
	Fossil plants

	
	21
	Ch. 16 & 17 Mesozoic World
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	28
	Ch. 16 & 17 Mesozoic World
	
	No lab

	
	
	
	
	

	June
	2
	Ch. 18, 19, & 20 Paleogene & Neogene World
	p.445-455, 469-477, 502-512
	Mammal fossil

	
	4
	Ch. 18, 19, & 20 Paleogene & Neogene World
	p.520-525, 532-537
	

	
	
	
	
	

	June
	TBA
	Final Exam: multiple choice
	
	


(All readings are from Earth System History, by Stanley.
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