TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY – CORPUS CHRISTI

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

GEOLOGY 3329 – GEOLOGY OF NATIONAL PARKS

FALL SEMESTER 2006

Dr. TANIA-MARIA ANDERS – OFFICE: CS, Room 243

Phone Extension: 3755 Email: tania.anders@tamucc.edu

Text: Geology of National Parks, 6th ed., A. Harris, E. Tuttle & S. Tuttle; Kendall/Hunt Publishing

Company

Class Meetings: Mon and Wed 05:30 to 06:45 p.m., CI 109
Office Hours: Wed 10:00 to 12:0 a.m., after class, or please make an appointment.

Course Description

Geology of the National Parks uses selected U.S. National Parks to introduce you to the regional geology of the United States. The course will cover about 20 U.S. National Parks representing the great variety of geologic settings found in this country. These include: 1) Scenery developed by weathering and erosion on flat-lying rocks; 2) Caves and reefs; 3) Landscapes shaped by continental or alpine glaciation; 4) Volcanic features and volcanic activity; and 5) Landscapes and structures in areas of complex mountains. 

The course will also review major geologic principles, as well as basic geological concepts, e.g. plate tectonics.

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, you should have

– a basic understanding of the regional geology of the United States.

– obtained a good understanding of basic elements of physical and historical geology.

– developed an awareness for the natural world surrounding us.

– learned to apply geologic principals.

Evaluation and Grade Assignment

Your final grade will be based on a % curve from the following point distribution:

A)
Section Exams: (5 at 50 points each)
250 points

B)
Presentation:

100 points

Total:
350 points

A perfect score in this course would be to earn all 350 points available. At the end of the semester, I will take the highest point total in the class and will use that high score to calculate the percentage bonus required to bring this individual’s total points up to 350. That percentage bonus is then applied to everyone’s individual total.

Final grading will be as follows:

A = 350-315 points  B = 314-280 points  C = 279-245 points  D = 244-210 points  F < 210 points

Exams can only be taken during the scheduled time, except in case of an emergency (documented proof required). Make-up exams will not be given after the graded exam has been returned to the class.

Presentation due dates (see below) are to be observed. Rescheduling is only possible in cases of emergencies and with previous approval by instructor.
Class Policies

Regular attendance of the class is essential to the successful completion of this course.

Treat your co-students (and instructor) with respect. The college catalog contains the university statement on academic integrity. Cheating will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade in the course and possible further disciplinary action by the university.

The use of cell phones, pagers, CD players, headphones and similar electronic devices is not allowed in class.

Special Needs

The Geology Program complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. If you need disability accommodations in this class, please see me as soon as possible. Please have your accommodation letter from TAMU-CC Services for Students with Disabilities Office with you when you come see me. If you suspect that you may have a disability (physical impairment, learning disability, psychiatric disability, etc.), please contact the Services for Students with Disabilities Office (located in Driftwood 101) at 825-5816. It is important that you contact them in a timely fashion as it may take several days to review requests and prepare accommodations

The lecture schedule (see below) will be followed as closely as possible although some revisions may become necessary during the semester.

Important Dates

August 23

Class begins

September 25
Exam Part 1

October 04

Exam Part 2

October 23

Exam Part 3

October 25

Drafts Presentations due

November 11

Exam Part 4

November 20

Exam Part 5

November 27, 29
Presentations

December 04

Presentations

December 04

Last day of class

Some listservs you may want to sign up for:

geolstu-list@sci.tamucc.edu
escistu-list@sci.tamucc.edu
Lecture Schedule

	August

	Wed
	08/23
	
	Introduction; presentation topics; A brief walk through geologic time

	Mon
	08/28
	
	A brief walk through geologic time cont.; Introduction Part 1

	Wed
	08/30
	
	Introduction Part 1 cont.; Grand Canyon NP


	September

	Mon
	09/04
	
	Labor Day, No classes

	Wed
	09/06
	
	Grand Canyon NP cont.

	Mon
	09/11
	
	Bryce Canyon NP

	Wed
	09/13
	
	Arches NP

	Mon
	09/18
	
	Petrified Forest NP

	Wed
	09/20
	
	Badlands NP

	Mon
	09/25
	
	Exam Part 1; Introduction Part 2: Caves and Reefs

	Wed
	09/27
	
	Carlsbad Cavern NP, Guadalupe Mountains NP


	October

	Mon
	10/02
	
	Mammoth Cave NP, Everglades NP

	Wed
	10/04
	
	Exam Part 2; Introduction Part 3: Landscapes shaped by continental or alpine glaciation

	Mon
	10/09
	
	Voyageurs NP, Acadia NP

	Wed
	10/11
	
	Rocky Mountains NP

	Mon
	10/16
	
	Yosemite NP

	Wed
	10/18
	
	Denali NP and Preserve; discuss / Q+A presentations

	Mon
	10/23
	
	Exam Part 3; Introduction Part 4: Volcanic features and volcanic activity

	Wed
	10/25
	
	Lassen Volcanic NP; drafts presentation due

	Mon
	10/30
	
	Hawaii Volcanoes NP 


	November

	Wed
	11/01
	
	Yellowstone NP

	Mon
	11/06
	
	Exam Part 4; Introduction Part 5: Landscapes and structures in areas of complex mountains

	Wed
	11/08
	
	Shenandoah NP; Joshua Tree NP

	Mon
	11/13
	
	Death Valley NP

	Wed
	11/15
	
	Big Bend NP

	Mon
	11/20
	
	Exam part 5; Q+A presentations

	Wed
	11/22
	
	Thanksgiving

	Mon
	11/27
	
	Presentations

	Wed
	11/29
	
	Presentations


	December

	Mon
	12/04
	
	Presentations
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