ESC 111: Physical Geology
Spring 2010 Syllabus, updated 2/12/2010
This syllabus is subject to update at any time. Students are responsible for the information and policies contained within this syllabus.

Instructor:
 Dr. Karen A. Koy

Office #11, science trailers

Phone: 271-4436
email: kkoy@missouriwestern.edu 
Office Hours: 9-11am MWF
Course materials

Marshak, S. 2009. Essentials of Geology. (3rd ed.)
Information on the course, syllabus, announcements, ect., will be posted on WebCT. 
Lecture 

MWF 1:00-1:50 PM



Hearnes Center 102
Laboratories 
T 9-10:50 am & 1:00-2:50pm


Remington Hall 217
R 8:00-9:50am & 11:00am-12:50pm

The lab is meant to expand your knowledge on subjects covered in lecture, and to provide a hands-on experience allowing you to apply your knowledge of the geological sciences.

Lab exercises will be performed in groups of four and will be collected at the end of each lab period. Each group will turn in a single lab report, with all participants’ names written on it (full names, please). If a group turns in multiple lab reports, the lowest grade achieved will be assigned to the entire group. No late labs will be accepted.
If you do not attend a lab, you cannot receive any points for that lab. Signing your name to a group report in which you did not participate will still result in a zero grade.

It is impossible to earn a passing grade in this course without passing the lab section with a grade of at least 60%. The lab activities will be posted on WebCT ahead of time, please read through them before coming to class. Your lowest lab grade will be discarded. There are no makeup labs.
Since lab is integral to learning geology, a student cannot be said to have completed the course if she or he has missed more than 3 lab classes. Regardless of whether the absences are excused or unexcused, if at any time during the semester a student misses 4 lab periods, she or he will receive an automatic F in the course.

There is a comprehensive lab practical exam during the last week of classes.

Exams

One-hour exams are currently scheduled for Friday February 12, Monday March 8, and Monday April 12. There will be a 2-hour final exam Monday, May 10 11:30am – 1:20pm.

.
Quizzes

There will be quizzes every week in this course. They will cover material from the previous week’s lectures, and will be posted on WebCT. Quizzes will be posted on Monday and will remain open until midnight Wednesday. 

The quizzes will be timed, and you will have one hour to complete them. Each quiz can only be taken once. Once you have pressed the ‘submit’ button you will have no other chance to take the quiz. WebCT will automatically grade your quizzes and post them to the online gradebook. The lowest quiz score will be dropped. There are no makeup quizzes.
Grades

Lecture-based exams 

240 points
Lecture-based quizzes
  
  60 points

Labs



240 points
Lab exam  

              60 points
A PASSING GRADE IN THE COURSE CAN NOT BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT A PASSING GRADE (≥ 60%) IN THE LAB COMPONENT.
Attendance Policy

In order to improve student learning as well as to achieve compliance with federal financial aid policies, Western has a mandatory attendance policy for all 100-level courses.
You will be given an excused absence when acting as an official representative of the university, provided you give prior written verification from the faculty/staff supervisor of the event. Absences due to medical or family emergencies will require full documentation. All other absences will be deemed unexcused.  
The maximum number of unexcused absences allowed for this class before the midterm report is 7. Thus, when you have 8 unexcused absences you will be reported to the Registrar’s Office, which will automatically withdraw you from this class.  The Financial Aid Office will reduce financial aid as appropriate.

Students are responsible for signing in at the beginning of class. Forgetting to sign in, signing in another student’s space or under the wrong date will count as an unexcused absence.
Attendance for the full lab period is required. Late arrivals and early departures from lab will be noted and your grade for that lab will be reduced as a result. Each 10 minutes missed at any point during the lab will result in a 10% reduction of your grade. Since the lab is integral to learning in this course, a student cannot be said to have completed the course if she or he has missed more than 3 lab classes. Regardless of whether the absences are excused or unexcused, if at any time during the semester a student misses 4 lab periods, she or he will receive an automatic F in the course.
If you miss class for any reason, you must fill out an absence form and turn it in to your instructor on your first day returning to class. If your absence should be excused, turn in your signed verification (doctor’s note, note from the athletics department or National Guard, for example) within a week of your returning to class. Excused status will be assigned only after verification and at the discretion of your instructor. The absence form is located on WebCT and the O drive under Biology…ESC 111.
Class Protocols
1. Attend class for the full length of time. The last 5 minutes are just as important as the first 5 minutes.

2. Do not talk to your neighbors during the lecture or carry out any distracting behavior. You will be asked to leave, and you would still be responsible for material you missed as a result. 

3. Turn off all cell phones, beepers, and other electronic devices. Cell phone ringing and alert sounds are considered class disruptions, and you will be asked to leave.
4. Ask a question when you have one. If you didn’t understand something, most likely others didn’t as well, and are just too shy to speak up.

5. There are no makeup quizzes.

6. You must attend the lab for which you are registered.

7. Lab exercises are due at the end of class. You cannot make up a missed lab. 

8. Come prepared to lab! Read the assigned lab beforehand (posted on WebCT) & bring the necessary supplies for each lab (calculators, colored pencils, ect.). 

9. NO FOOD OR DRINK IS PERMITTED IN THE LAB. 

10. Turn in all assignments by their due dates. No late assignments are EVER accepted. 
11. For all safety issues, see me. If you break or spill something, notify me so I can clean it up properly.
12. Attendance for the full lab period is required. Late arrivals and early departures from lab will be noted and your grade for that lab will be reduced as a result.
13. Most importantly: DON’T CHEAT. Cheating, including plagiarism, is taken very seriously at MWSU. There will be consequences. 

Discuss your reasons for missing any classes in advance or within 24 hours afterwards. As a general rule, the only valid excuses for being absent are medical, and a signed doctor’s note will be required. Remember that the lowest lab score is discarded, and there are no “makeup” labs.
Answers to Frequently Asked Questions:
1. Yes, it will be on the exam.
2. No, there won’t be a curve.
Email

There will be email announcements of importance in this course. These will be sent to your missouriwestern.edu address (you all have one) through WebCT. WebCT does NOT automatically forward email—you have to set this up. You are responsible for seeing that WebCT email gets forwarded to whatever email account you use. 

Web Use

A WebCT site has been established for this course. The quizzes will be conducted on WebCT, and I will post items of interest if appropriate. 

Academic Honesty Policy and Due Process

Academic honesty is required in all academic endeavors.  Violations of academic honesty include any instance of plagiarism, cheating, seeking credit for another’s work, falsifying documents or academic records, or any other fraudulent activity.  Violations of academic honesty may result in a failing grade on the assignment, failure in the course, or expulsion from the University.  When a student’s grade has been affected, violations of academic honesty will be reported to the Provost or designated representative on the Academic Honesty Violation Report forms.

Please see the Student Handbook and Calendar for specific activities identified as violations of this policy and the student due process procedure. This handbook is also available online at http://www.missouriwestern.edu/handbook/index.pdf
NOTICE:

Students with disabilities who require accommodations for access and participation in this course must be registered with the Office of Disability Services (ODS). 
Subject



Chapter
Lab subject
Week 1, Januray18 – 22
The Geosphere

No class Monday
Earth Structure


1

Review of important concepts
Tectonics



2
Week 2, Jan 25 – 29
Tectonics



2
Minerals



3

Mineral identification
Week 3, February 1 – 5
Igneous rocks



A, 4

Igneous rocks
Week 4, Feb 8 – 12
Volcanoes



5
Sediments & Sedimentary rocks
6

Hot spots

Mid-term 1, Friday

Week 5, Feb 15 – 19
Sediments & Sedimentary rocks
6, B
Weathering, Mass Wasting

B, 13

Sediments and sedimentary rocks

Week 6, Feb 22 – 26
Metamorphic Rocks


7, C

Metamorphic Rocks 
Geologic Time


11



Week 7, March 1 – 5





Geologic Time


11, 10, E
Absolute and relative geologic time 
Week 8, March 8 – 12
Deformation & Mountain Building
9

 Soil analysis and identification - outside
Mid-term 2, Monday
Week 9, March 15 – 19
Spring Break – no classes

Week 10, March 22 – 26
Deformation & Mountain Building
9


Earthquakes



8

Deformation & Earthquakes
Week 11, March 29 – April 2
Earthquakes



8

Rivers & Streams - outside
Week 12, Apr 5 – 9

The Hydrosphere

Groundwater & Streams

F, 14, 16
Groundwater
Subject



Chapter
Lab
Week 13, Apr 12 – 16
Mid-term 3, Monday 

Glaciers & Glaciation


18

Glacier velocity

Week 14, Apr 19 – 23
Glaciers & Glaciation


18

Glacier landforms
The Oceans



15
Week 15, Apr 26 – 30
Climate Change


19

Lab exam
Week 16, May 3
Climate Change


19



Final Exam






